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Matschat, Cecile Hulse PREACHER ON HORSEBACK Farrar & Rinehart 


* A first novel by the author of Suwannee River, and a novel that shows a 
gifted creative quality and a sure hand of a craftsman. I liked it, immensely. It 

is the story of a circuit rider whose every instinct seems to be in contradiction to 
his calling, as interpreted by the people he serves. He and his lovely young bride, 

a girl fresh from a young girls' seminary and a sheltered home, set forth in a Cones-— 
toga wagon for northern New York state. From the start, his sense of the dramatic, 

his easily stirred passions, his imagination carry them into rough waters - and she 
proves, for a time, unequal to the challenge - and a challenge it is. From York state 
to Michigan in the lumber belt - facing poverty, disillusionment, hardship, they final- 
ly achieve some measure of mutual understanding and a mutual appreciation of what the 
wilderness offers them. A good yarn, adroitly told, with characters that are not ster— 
eotyped and with situations that are fresh. The period is Post-Civil War; the story 
has more substance than the usual costume piece. Sell to the Chad Hanna and Artillery 
of Time market. $2.50 





August 23 
Paterson, Isabel IF IT PROVE FAIR WEATHER Putnam 


This for your sophisticates, your intellectuals - not for the conserva- 
tives seeking a good love story. But a love story it is, built in a new pattern,, 
with the reversal of the time honored “demi-vierge” motif. The story of a divorcee 
who sees a man for what he is — a stuffed shirt, afraid of reality -— but who loves 
him, who wants him - and who fails to get him. It is the man who is the “demi-vierge", 
willing to go just so far and no farther, but fooling himself as to his motives and 
the result. The story is told in stream of consciousness for the most part; the ac— 
tion is somewhat parenthetical, the dialogue is skillfully interwoven. One feels al- 
most on the inside looking out, following each step of the woman's mental processes, 
seeing the man's processes by reflection. On looking back, one realizes that the re- 
sponse is largely intellectual rather than emotional, but it is intriguing reading, 
with scarcely a waste word, Far and away the best novel she has done. $2.50 


Don't Overlook These 


There's a new novel by Mildred Walker, THE BREWERS' BIG HORSES (Harcourt, Brace); 

there is a very readable light novel by Francis Brett Young, THE HAPPY HIGHWAY (Reynal 
} & Hitchcock); and there's a dark horse possibility in DUCKS IN THUNDER by Jay Dratler, 
(Reynal & Hitchcock). See below for reports. And for your rental shelves, a new 
Kathleen Norris, THE SECRET OF THE MARSHBANKS (Doubleday) means money in the till and 
the crop of thrillers ranks unusually high. These are unpredictable days, so weigh 
your chances, 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


August 2 


Prince, Donald TOM Messner 


{ 


For me this completely missed fire. It seems to be a rather raucous lech- 
ery-fantasy combination in the Tiffany Thayer manner. Tom, because of his misdeeds in 
the human life, is reincarnated as a tom cat. To redeem himself Tom, confers his vi- 
rility upon his reluctant owner, a worn, middle-aged underwear manufacturer who loathes 
him, in exchange for his spirit (a variation on the Paust-Mephistopheles theme). From 
that time on it is a loud, lustful tale of adventure and misadventure, with the dig- 
nified Crighton pursued by every female. Finally, after many fiascos, Tom loses his 
power of speech and Saxon finds peace in the arms of one woman. I found it vulgar and 


was not amused{ Illustrated by Howard Baer. $2.00 
August 8 

Walker, Mildred THE BREWERS' EIG HORSES Harcourt, Brace 

* The three novels written by Mildred Walker have born evidence of versatil- 


ity and exceptional talent, Dr. Norton's Wife approached best sellerdom. This has al- 
most as good a chance (though it has elements that may detract from the sale which was 
attracted by the medical bias of the last), Again a story of a woman's adjustment to 
life in the story of the youngest daughter of a proud Michigan family who flouts con- 
ventions by getting a newspaper job and by marrying a brewer's son. He abandons his 
profession. to run his father's brewery - and on his death, Sara decides to carry on 
herself. She takes the hurdles of the war and the hatred of the German tradition; tut 
prohibition closes the brewery and leaves the restaurant as her mainstay. The discov- 
ery of cases of beer on the premises brings danger to her — and her former suitor 


chances his own career to prove her innocence. Good reading for the feminine market. 
$2.50 


August 12 


Train, Arthur TASSELS ON HER BOOTS Scribner 


A good man's book, particularly for those interested in New York's history, 
for it is virtually a superimposing the transparency of romance on the factual material 
of Valentine's Manual. The story of Barry, impoverished Southern aristocrat, and Kath- 
leen, blackmailed into an engagement to a politician she does not love is an excuse to 
reveal the shamelessness of the New York of Boss Tweed, the financial chicaneries of 
Vanderbilt, Gould and others. The social dictatorship of Ward McAlister, the scandals, 
legends, manners and backgrounds are all well done in great detail. Barry falls among 


the wolves but eventually has his eyes opened, in time to save Kathleen's family. 
$2.75 


August 15 
Vialar, Paul THE ROSE OF THE SEA Carrick & Evans 


This is the Prix Femina for 1939, and again a disappointment. The story of 
the last voyage of a battered tub owned by a boy and his uncle, and destined for a 
scuttling to secure the insurance. But the boy determines to thwart his uncle's plan, 
when a woman stowaway gives birth to a child on board, and he forfeits his own life 


for that of the child amd the crew. Hard on the surface, but with undercurrents of 


sentiment and nobility. $2.50 
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August 16 
Gillmor, Frances FRUIT OUT OF ROCK Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Not a particularly important book, but it is a new setting, a new problem, 
dramatized in the romance of the proponents of the conflict. It is a story of the 
struggle between the fruit growers of Arizona, who have rescued rock and desert from 
their fate and brought fertility, and the goat men, who are willing to risk reversion 
to desert, to get pasturage for their herds. A good background picture of the south- 
west, but as a love story it seems pretty thin. $2.50 


Lebedeff, Ivan LEGION OF DISHONOR Liveright 


A cheap piece of fustian, written by a movie bit actor. Cheap in its at- 
tempt at virility; coarse mouthed; cheap in its easy sentimentality and bang-—bang pa- 
triotism. A story of the last world war, of a group of deserters and renegades liv- 
ing in a chateau in the middle of No Man's Land, and of an American volunteer among 
the motley throng, from German and French high officials down to peasant, ruffian, 
chaplain and doctor. Into this hideaway comes a beautiful nurse - and much love. And 
at the close, national lines and patriotism are sharply drawn, with each man out to 
save his own country. Overwritten and sensational. (Liveright's big and important 


Fall book, so perhaps you'd better have a "look-see",) $2.00 
August 19 
Henry, Harriet WIDOW'S PEAK Dodd, Mead 


Mother and daughter in emotional upheaval when Lizbeth, innocent and eight- 
een, returns from school abroad to discover her mother providing board, inspiration and 
romance for a selfish young painter. Then the struggle - Lizbeth fighting for her 
mother's reputation. The mother gets a young psychiatrist to come - ex-officio - to 
stay with them. He and Lizbeth fall in love. Slender little story, rather starry eyed, 


designed for the rental market. (Note shift of publisher. ) $2.00 
August 23 
White, Kathryn LOVE'S ECHO Penn 


A new name and a competent job in a good light-o'-love story of a mother, 
who had lost her husband to another woman, and a daughter, who has to prove she has the 
makings of a good wife before she can get the doctor she loves. (Serialized two years 
ago in MeCalls under title, Women Need Love.) Rentals. $2.00 


September 6 
Young, Francis Brett THE HAPPY HIGHWAY Reynal & Hitchcock 


This is the sort of book I'd be tempted to classify as "good tripe". It 
is a blend of Warwick Deeping and Priestley (of Let the People Sing vintage), The 
story of a rich man who tries to escape the chains of riches for the anonymity of com- 
parative poverty and the right to know simple people, to have his glass at the nearest 
pub, and to work with his hands. He stumbles into a succession of misadventures, and 
then lands on his feet, until he finds that his sympathy for the people who have be- 
friended him demands return in kind, at the sacrifice of his freedom. A charming bit 
of modern fairy tale, escape reading for those who want to think of England as a land 
of quiet country roads and remote villages over the Welsh border. $2.50 











July 15, 1940 Fictton - 308 - 


September 16 
Hancock, Lucy Agnes MEET THE WARRENS Macrae Smith 


Innocuous fodder for the uncritical rental addict, in the story of Lissa, 
jilted by her first love and turned into a man-hater. She gets a job - loses a fiance- 
of-convenience - sees her brother and sister make their own patterns of life - and, 
just in time, recognizes that sne really loves a man who was on the verge of slipping 
out of her life. A family story. $2.00 


September 17 


Martin, George Victor FOR THEIR VINES HAVE TENDER GRAPES Wilfred Funk 


This is one of those books that should eventually find a place on the shelf 
beside Selma Lagerlof, but that are unlikely to get an immediate recognition and sale. 
Martin can write (is this a first book?). But he has no sense of plot. The story is 
built around nine year old Selma Jacobson, and one sees her family, the Norwegian farm 
community and small Wisconsin town, the people - and the tragedies and dramas that 
stir the people deeply, all as they «#ffect Selma. Childhood joys and sorrows loom 
large on her horizon, but they can be healed by strawberry sodas and a uew bicycle. 
Nostalgic impressions of childhood, more or less contemporary; regional background 
handled in an original way; 2 tender episodic story, which shows promise of a future 
for its author, but is unlikely to preduce much fanfare at the moment. $2.50 


September 19 
Smith, Warren Hunting THE MISSES ELLIOT OF GENEVA Farrar & Rinehart 


If this is fiction, it is still far-fetched to call it a novel. I'd prefer, 
were I selling it, to classify it as the profile of a community, Geneva, New York. It 
consists of a collection of delicious anecdotes about the eccentrics of a quondam cen-— 
ter of Victorian culture. There's something of "Saki" in the brief bits, full and run- 
ning over with bon mots that seem to spring spontaneously from the material sources. _ 
The Misses Eliiot of the title are the dominating figures, two elderly ladies at odds 
with half the town, ladies of "dynastic importance", so low church that they grovel. 

It is the sort of book you will have fun selling to a carefully picked group of read- 

ers, people who like unusual bits. Dip in here and there, and see for_yourself. There 

is humor and an undercurrent of irony. Illustrated by Esta and John O:Hara Cosgrave. 
$2.00 


September 20 
Norris, Kathleen THE SECRET OF THE MARSHBANKS Doubleday, Doran 
Competent handling of fairly high voltage ingredients - for K.N. - more or 
less improbable, but convincing as one reads. Old time imbroglio of two babies, half 


sisters (one legitimate, one bar sinister), exchanged at birth, and not meeting again 
until they come of age. There's a fortune at stake, but it takes a murder and some 


finagling to bring things out straight. Norris market -— no more —- no less. $2.00 
Dratler, Jay DUCKS IN THUNDER Reynal & Hitchcock 
° The story of a great friendship put to the ultimate test - the Tristan and 


Isolde pattern, set in Nazi Austria. It is a compelling story, which might have had a 
better chance if it had been published before Escape (since it is less sustainedly ex- 
citing than that yarn) and before Rogue Male (because it is less original than that.) 
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But it is to this double market it can be sold. The plot centers on the efforts of an 
idealistic young American who risks everything first, to find and rescue the friend of 
his schooldays, lost in the Nazi anschluss aftermath; later, to find his friend's fian- 
cee, and to bring them together again. Absorbing reading, but not intended as a pro- 
found picture of the characters or situation. Top ranking for rentals. $2.00 


September 24 
Lea, Fanny Heaslip NOBODY'S GIRL Dodd, Mead 


Tripier than usual from F.H.L. A stormy little story, very shallow rap- 
ids. A triangle tale, in which Elly, having turbulently loved wild black Irish Larry, 
finds happiness with a young nurseryman, after Larry is sent to a reformatory. Then 
Larry returns — invades her petunia peace for a day of violence ~- and she finds him 
out. $2.00 


September 25 ee 


Wormser, Richard PASS THROUGH MANHATTAN Morrow 


It has its good moments -— though it is uneven, this New York panorama of 
characters, problems, lives, of big people and little people, told with a focus that 
shifts from person to person. A crosstown bus accident serves as catalytic agent, to 
precipitate the lives of the passengers into new channels. Their paths cross and re- 
cross after the accident; some win through to » degree of freedom, others are caught 
even more closely in the wed against which they struggle. There's a young engineer; 
there is a nurse with a scandal in her past; there's the wife of a Nazi sympathizer; 
there's a career man who is on the upgrade but gets smacked down; there's a Negro 
police detective; there's an unsavory builder who stages a comeback; there's a hack 
writer who finds it grist to his mill; there's an unbalanced girl who goes on the town, 


$2.50 
mber 380 {oO —/G¢ 
Hammand, Esther Barstow THE ROAD TO ENDOR Farrar & Rinehart 
* Solid historical background for a picaresque sort of story, with characters, 


customs, gossip, legend of 17th century England, New England and Barbadoes. The story 
of Samuel Parris, who had known the Plague in England, the Great Fire in London, friend- 
ship, death and romance. He comes to Boston to prepare for the ministry; he meets 
again the girl he had loved in England, now married; he has to go to the Barbadoes to 
take up his father's business - and eventually he returns to New England to wed the 
widowed Elizabeth. The church calls him egain, and in Salem his family becomes in- 
volved in the witchcraft storm. A good job. Should appeal to the Mason audience. 

$2.75 


Eleventh Hour Arrivals - Published 


Hambledon, Phyllis NO SILVER BELLS Dutton 


A hard book to place; somewhat delicate for the rental market, but not 
quite substantial enough for sales. Pleasant, responsive story of a woman's life, seen 
in retrospect, as she faces, at 40, the question of marriage. She is a landscape gar- 
dener, brought up in a lonely part of the Scottish Highlands, who had never married, 
because she could not bridge her world and that of the English worldling she loved. 
Then she becomes the companion to a poor doctor, with a promiscuous wife, and a child 
whose need appealsto the maternal in her. Finally, when she has achieved business 
success, she meets Carne - and surveys her back life before reaching her decision on 
marriage. $20 50 
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Noyes, Alfred NO OTHER MAN Stokes 


A blend of appeal of The Fountain and of the Lloyd Douglas books, this 
thriller with spiritual implications should reach fiction readers, religious market 
and Noyes' enthusiasts. It is poignant satire on appeasement complacercy, on wars and 
internationdl intrigue, as science releases a deadly ray, simultaneously the world 
over, and human life is stopped. Two human beings are saved - a man and a woman; 
they find each other, and to two young moderns the spiritual meaning of life unfolds. 
They are human ~ they fall in love - there's a villain in the piece, from whom the 
girl eventually escapes. And, finally, they reach an answer in Assisi, where a small 
congregation has been saved by a miracle to recreate human society in the light of 
Christian revelation. Noyes has succeeded in writing a powerful book. $2. 50 


THE THRILLER MART 
August 1 


Clements, E. H. LET HIM DIE Dutton 


Pleasant sort of murder talé, wherein a writer becomes financial guardian 
for four motherless children, and is forced to protect them from their unscrupulous 
father and to clear them when the father is poisoned. He outsmarts Scotland Yard and 


lets the killer go free to suicide. Nicely done. $2.00 
August 5 
Olson, James P. POWDERSMOKE PADDY Dutton 


Average good yarn of Malone's fight with Sago, out to blitzkrieg neighbor- 
ing ranches. When Sago corners Malone, a young school teacher works up public inter- 
est in Malone's crusade, and with the help of the sheriff and his forces, Malone routs 





Sago and his henchmen and breaks the bad man's rule. $2.00 
August 19 * 
\ \ af 
Kelley}Roos} MADE UP TO KILL Dodd, Mead i 
* Broadway backstage sudden death. A first attempt at murder is directed 


against the none-too-ingenuous ingenue; the second attempt, successful, kills the rath- 
er passee leading lady and seems accidental as if the ingenue was still the butt. A 


Young actress and her swain do the detecting, and its a two-tack solution. Tricky. 
$2.00 


August 22 


Chambers, Dana SHE'LL BE DEAD BY MORNING Dial 


Spurred by kidnapping of his wife, tough Jim Steele gets on the trail of a 
triple murderer and plays his own sort of game to outwit blackmail, drug-smuggling and 
a scheme for collecting a sizeable inheritance. The usual fleshy, stiff-paced Jim 
Steele yarn. Serialized in the American, $2.00 
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August 23 


Woodward, Helen & THE BOWLING GREEN MURDERS Random House 
Amherst, Frances 


* Good yarn of a wife who tries to collect evidence to clear her husband's 
name of murder and a jewel robbery. Disguising herself, she gets a job in his old 

firm, snoops and pieces together enough to bring the denouement that proves her hus-— 
band's innocence. Good dovetailing and amateur sleuthing. $2.00 


August ?? 
q Burnham, David LAST ACT IN BERMUDA Scribner 
i Murder on the super-swell estate of a young New York playwright, where 
a he's having a hotbed of a houseparty, set in motion by the arrival of a stage star, 


te Rita Fortune. All the women had plenty against her, jealous either professionally or 
amorously; the men, married or not, all wanted her. Young Bermuda inspector pins the 
guilt on the host, but the inspector's little sister works to clear him. $2.00 


September 16 
Cameron, Donald Clough DEATH AT HER ELBOW Holt 


Livelier action and characters, but nebulous detection, in the absence of 
Abelard Voss (of Cameron's previous cases). A suicide one year, a murder the next in 
Greenwich Village result in Policeman Gore lining up five suspects. Then a second 
murder occurs.e Not very much food for thought, but pleasant entertainment. $2.00 


) Newell, Audrey MURDER IS NOT MUTE Macrae Smith 


Detective Doyle of New York, vacationing in New Jersey, discovers a year- 
old corpse on the estate of a disliked beer baron. It is strictly a household affair, 
with suspicion cast on the young wife and her sponging relatives. The corpse is 
identified as the beer baron's hot-headed young daughter, by another marriage, and sus- 
picion shifts again. Moderately interesting. $2. 00. 


September 20 
4 Darby, Ruth DEATH CONDUCTS A TOUR Doubleday, Doran 


Peter Barron, and his long-nosed wife Janie, get detective Christensen to 
help them solve the murder of a much hated, elderly millionairess, while staying in 
Havana with a tourist bunch from the old home town. Not too exciting cast of sus- 


pects, with slowish solution on the far cry side. Pleasantly dialogued to compensate. 
$2.00 


Heberden, M. V. i FUGITIVE FROM MURDER Doubleday, Doran 


Private dick, Shannon, is led a bloody whirl in a high-vitamin tale of a 
snatch murder racket, aimed at a select group of wealthy society. Several deaths 
have already occurred, including that of a stubborn socialite, before Shannon is 
brought in. Quite a welter of murders clog the scene before Shannon winds up the 
case and hands it over to police and the F.B.I. For those that like them rough. $2.00 


Schley, Sturges Mason WHO'D SHOOT A GENIUS? Random House 


Wherein a psychiatrist takes it on himself to prove a suicide murder, 
through the deader's three novels. Then he pursues the trail to the criminal, and 
steps out of the job to leave the killer in the clear. Interesting angle on amateur 
detecting, somewhat marred by the forced style. Nonetheless a good bet for jaded 
palates. $2.00 
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September 24 







Everymay, March THIS DEATH WAS MURDER Macmillan 





The old dependable method of question and answer forms the basis for this 
tale of the Haskells and their share in a murder investigation. Death of an unwanted 
stepfather puts them all on the spot, and Teresa, in an effort to keep her brothers 
and sisters out of trouble, invites three attacks on herself, and is used as bait to 




































draw the murderer into the open. Careful, solid investigation. $Z2.00 
Pentecost, Hugh THE TWENTY FOURTH HORSE 10/92 Dodd, Mead 
* Bradley of the homicide squad (N.Y.C.) and Mr. Julius, deaf, old and a 


dabbler in criminology, join forces to solve the murder of a decadent daughter of an : 
old family gone to seed. Murder three times over - blackmail - with romance inter- 
twined in a fast-paced story that starts with the Horse Show in Madison Square Garden. 


$2.00 
September 25 \“% 
Pair, As A. GOLD COMES IN BRICKS Morrow 
* Devastatingly devious Donald Lam, Bertha Cool's one man private detective 


force, out to protect the daughter of a millionaire, who is being blackmailed. The 
Ashbury's home needs cleaning up, with a second wife and her son playing the million- 
aire for a large scale sucker. Blackmail, murder, gold mining and crooked speculation 
plus some fine legalistic manoeuvres in a fast and fiery tough tale. Not quite up to 
the last two, perhaps, but very very slick. $2.00 Y 





NON-F 1 TEOR 


MUST BOOKS 
August & 
Brooks, Van Wyck NEW ENGLAND: INDIAN SUMMER, 1885-1915 Dutton 
“* We are going to do something of which we don't approve - but there is no 


alternative that is satisfactory. We are going to report on the sequel to The Flower- 

ing of New England, on the basis of the sections that have appeared in The Saturday 
Review of Literature, for want of the advance galleys... Subsequently, we shall supple- 

ment this report with a final one, but we don't want to seem to ignore this obvious 

leader among late summer publications... Singularly enough, one has a sense of unfamil- 

iarity regarding the notables included in this continuation of*Van Wyck Brooks' study 

of New England. Our school days gave us something of Emerson, Hawthorne, Holmes, 

Thoreau, but little of Howells, the Jameses, Henry Adams, Marion Crawford. We read 

them - but we didn't know much about them as personalities. Now, with his sharp percep- 

tion, his rare gift of fitting his individuals into a pattern, while keeping them in- 
dividuals, Van Wyck Brooks rounds out the picture presented in The Flowering of New 

England, and brings it down tc our own day. Once again one feels a part of the life, 

one senses the changing rhythms, the post-Civil War problems, the new links with Europe, 

the awakening social consciousness, the modern spirit, on the verge. It is a journey 

of discovery - of rediscovery, another great contribution to our critical literature, { 
our historical and biographical background. Limited ~ $10.00 Trade $ar00 
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August 23 
Golding, Louis THE WORLD I KNEW Viking 


Golding's name is good for substantial initial interest in this book, but 
it is well to know that it fits into none of the categories and cannot be labelled 
autobiography, travel or philosophy. The market might link, somewhat, with that of 
Travel Journey of a Philosopher by Keyserling, for Golding has used his journeyings as 
the springboard for his comments on man, the world, and so on, It is not an easy 
book to read ~- sometimes he obscures hig own meaning by overwriting - but it is a re- 
warding book, once those hurdles are taken. Through its pages you get a good deal of 
Golding's life, of the backgrounds for his books, of the man himself, but almost noth- 
ing of chronology, other personalities and influences. Not for wide sales. $3.00 


TWO DARK HORSES 
September 17 
Kauffman, Ray HURRICANE'S WAKE; Around the World in a Ketch Macmillan 


* Our nautical expert reports:- "Put this down as a 'must' for the sea- 
going shelf. It's in a class with Robinson's 20000 Leagues over the Sea and the other 
notables of round the world cruising. It is escape reading of the highest order, 
packed with adventure, engagingly written. The crew were neither celibate in the Cel- 
ebés nor sober in Singapore and I doubt if they were strictly monagamous in Malay 
(but probably polygamous in Polynesia.) There is ~ in addition - a touch of shipwreck 
and of other ingredients that make for good adventure. This book has good sales pos-— 
sibilities in a market outside the yachting fraternity. Personal experience in good 
measure for those that like a good yarn." Not for Public Libraries. Photographs. 


$3.00 

September 30 
Burgess, Perry WHO WALK ALONE Holt 
* The first account, so far as I know, of that strange world of the living 


dead, a leper colony, as Known by a leper. Unquestionably authentic, and with a hold- 
ing fascination but with none of the morbidity cne might expect. Definitely not a 
"horror bcok" and should appeal to those who like the doctor-true-stcry type of thing. 
Burgess, to whom the story was told, is president of the American Leprosy Foundation, | 
and heard the story in Culion from Langford, the man himself. It is not sensational, 
it is a quiet, unself-conscious story of 25 years in the colony. Langford had gone 

to the Philippines as a volunteer in the Spanish-American War, and while there fell in 
love with a Filipino girl, Carita. @wo years later, in the States, he learns that 
Carita's brother is a leper. Nine years later he discovers that he, too, is a victim. 
A year of treatment in New York; then exile to Culion. The life there, the determina- 
tion to take the hurdle of idleness, to help organize work by the community to over- 
come the feeling of uselessness, the meeting again with Carita, herself ill (and la- 
ter cured) -— an amazing and unique story. Illustrated. $2.75 


Check on These 


There's a predictable market for a new Lawrence item, ORIENTAL ASSENBLY (Dutton); 
there's a controversial market for Major Alford J. Williams’ book AIRPOWER (Coward, 
McCann) and for Freda Utley'’s THE DREAM WE LOST (John Day); there's an escapist mar- 
ket for William Henry Jackson's TIME EXPOSURE (Putnam.) See below for reports. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
August ?? 
McCormick, James P. AS A FLAME SPRINGS Scribner 


The story of perhaps the greatestof "lyric lovers", that of Browning and 
flizabeth Barrett, and, in counterpoint, a thoughtful study of the evolution of their 
work. The book opens with their meeting and the months that led to the acknowledg-— 
ment of their love. During this period she wrote her Sonnets, verse testament of her 
love for Browning. Their publication raised her to the ranks of pure poet, while he 
was still relatively unknown and unappreciated. Their elopement - and fifteen years 
in Itay, where "Ba" emerged from a life within walls, dominated by invalidism and an 
overbearing father, to wide interests in politics, in travel, in friendship, in their 
Throughout, it is a record of unswerving love, immortalized, after her death, by 


son. 
Browning in The Ring and the Book... A fine piece of scholarship, not popular in ap- 
proach, though done with a human touch. Libraries, scholars, colleges. $2.75 
Lee, Lawrence THE TOMB OF THOMAS JEFFERSON Scribner 


Poems of America, the land, now arid and unbending; the cities, all sub- 
ways and skyscrapers. A protest against the mechanization of the modern age, against 


tyranny and war, in an era when "hope gutters out" - when feeling and courage are lost. 

Incisive, almost terse, with a certain chiseled finish. $1.50 
August 1 

Lawson, Arthur & Breen, Mary THE WEEKEND COMPANION George Stewart 


This is a first rate job of compilation, which somehow manages to avoid 
the obvious, to include those half remembered things one often wants to find again, 
and enough of established classics to give it weight. Poems, songs, stories, games, 
drinks, victuals - all of the routine pattern of such collections. Good gift book to 
take to the host; good book for that guest shelf or table. Illustrated by Jay. $2.50 


August #72 
Williams, Major Alford J. AIRPOWER Coward, McCann 


Until this week, a Major in the U.S. Marine Corps; known to a wide public 
through the articles syndicated by the Scripps-Howard papers, Major Williams is qual- 
ified to speak with authority in his chosen field, airpower. For years he has system- 
atically investigated the European aviation centers, and the text shows his intimate 
knowledge of modern aircraft, engines, models, construction, organization et al. On 
that subject, we are not equipped to cavil. But, when his text is interlarded with 
such remarks as "Anti-Nazi feeling is one thing, and it may be all right” -- "England 
decided this was the time to break Germany" -- "Hitler would never touch a hair cf an 
American head" --'England is our only enemy" etc.,etc., I confess that any pretense 
of purely objective appraisal of his book goes out the window. It is hard to pin the 
impression down to specific phrases, but the whole book is permeated with criticism of 
every nation except Germany and Italy, and the final impressicn is that he is rooting 
for the Fascist powers as the bulwark against Communism, and that he sees a Red Peril 
under every bush. Perhaps it is a point of view that should be expressed cpenly; per- 
haps it is the very type of book intended by those of us who feel that Public Libraries 
Should be custodians of all sides of a question before the world. But, in the last an- 
alysis, though his criticisms are undoubtedly well-founded, and his charges have, in 
the past, been proved true again and again, it is hard to avoid pointing the finger of 
"Pro-Naziism" towards anyone whose bias seems so patently that. $3.50 
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August 5 


Emans, Elaine V. ABOUT SPIDERS Dutton 


Here is a popular and not too scientific..a presentation of that clever arti- 
san, the spider. Packed with information, revealing the many faceted aspects of the 
spider world, the book makes entertaining reading in the field of nature for the lay- 
Occasionally marred by a suggestion of facetiousness and cuteness. Drawings and 


man. 
photographs give the book value as afield guide", $2.50 
Lawrence, T. E. ORIENTAL ASSEMBLY Dutton 


A.W. Lawrence has brought together in this volume some of the scattered 
and unpublished material dealing with the Near East. There is the Diary of 1911, re- 
counting sketchily, the trip from the dig at Carchemish to Urfa and Beyrout. Then 
there is a paper on The Changing Hast, written in September 1920, forecasting the fate 
of the Arabs, of Persia, of Turkey, of the Greeks in Smyrna, the Jews in Palestine, 
under the peace treaties. Not always borne out by history, but revealing an understand- 
ing and sympathy towards the problems. The next section, The Hvolution of a Revolt,is 
used, in part, in Seven Pillars, and contains the often-quoted phrase, - "Granted mo- 
bility, security, time and doctrine, victory will rest with the insurgents." There is 
the suppressed (because too critical) introductory chapter intended for the Seven Pil- 
lars, presenting Lawrence's purpose in writing the book. Finally, there is Lawrence's 
comment On Eric Kennington’'s Arab Portraits. The book is illustrated with photographs, 


taken. by the author, and grouped in separate units. An item for collectors of Lawrence. 
$3.00 


August 8 
Catton, Joseph, M.D. BEHIND THE SCENES OF MURDER Norton 


Catton of Stanford University has been in on many famous criminal cases, 
and is speaking with authority in this book. He analyzes many cases, making apparent 
the interrelationship of the law and psychiatry, not only in determining the guilt, 
but showing how psychiatry can be used as a preventative. In section one, he illus- 
trates various types of homicide; in part two , he debunks "temporary insanity"; in 
the last part, he discusses the role of psychiatry in criminal action. Interesting 
from angle of true crime material, as well as valuable for those with a more scientif- 


ic interest in the problem. Readable without being sensational. $3.00 
August 15 
de Rougemont, Denis LOVE IN THE WESTERN WORLD Harcourt, Brace 


The author defines this as "a kind of outline history of the cult of pas- 
sion" -— and he carries this out on several planes, metaphysical, mystical, legendary, 
with its role in present day life. The legend of Tristan and Iseult is used as the 
point of departure, as containing the components of passion; he then goes on to trace 
the religious crigins of the myth, its role in mysticism, its influence on literature. 
Its implication yesterday and today, as a factor in war and in marriage. Typical 
French approach, finedrawn, flexible, a blend of intellect and interpretation. A some- 
what rarefied book, beyond the compass of the average layman. $3.00 


Gaer, Joseph CONSUMERS ALL Harcourt, Brace 


An addition to the National Problems Series, an analysis of the consumer 
problem and a guide. Factors which confuse the consumer:- frauds, advertising, con- 
flicts in prices, standards, grades, labels, brands. Budgeting; a buying code; co- 
operatives, legislation, consumer movements. A primer in adult education $2.00 
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August 15 


Smith, J. Russell NORTH AMERICA Harcourt, Brace 


Phillips, M. Ogden 


This is worth considering as a new book, so completely has the edition of 
1925 been revised and improved. The authors were not content merely with adding 
new material. Old material has been reconsidered in the light of developments in con- 
servation, changes in comprehension, in methods of safeguarding our resources. The 
book is, not a history, except as geography and physiography are history. This is a 
panoramic study of North America, including the Caribbean islands, the countries of 


Central America and Panama Canal Zone. Graphs, charts, maps, photographs. $3.00 
August 2g q 
THE DREAM WE LOST John Day 


Utley, Freda 


This is a challenging book, a book with which many will violently disagree, 
and which many, who might agree, will find difficult reading. The first two thirds 
of the book is a penetrating analysis of the facts of Communism as it has developed in 
Stalinist Russia, presented by a woman who was a British Communist, married to a Rus- 
sian, who spent six years working for the Communists in Russia, and who escaped with 
her young son, when her husband was exiled to an Arctic concentration camp, and disap- 
peared. She shows where her optimism was betrayed by the facts; where ideals gave 
way to tragic realties; where terror held the people of Russia in spell to a tyrant the 
like of whom the world has never seen. She calls the Bolshevist party a lifeless or- 
ganization drained of its lifeblood and links the Nazis and the Communists as birds of 
a feather, with greater efficiency and less reliance on terror in the Nazi camp. 
Stalin's foreign policy is dictated by fear and disunion within the ranks, but if there 
is a stalemate between Germany and England, the Russian brand of terrorism will seize 
upon ruined Europe. She presents her plea for a negotiated peace beforeit is too late. 
Her approach to modern Russia closely parallels that of Souvarine. $2.75 


Announcing tn book form August 29 


Saroyan, William THREE PLAYS Harcourt, Brace 


Love's Old Sweet Song; The Time of Your Life (Pulitzer Prize play); and 
My Heart's in the Highlands. Special introduction by the author. Probably $8.00 


August 30 


. 


Thomas, Henry THE MODERN SELF EDUCATOR Stokes 


A sort of Five Foot Shelf in one volume. Or - to make it more up to date - 
the answers to all the questions on Information, Please, in advance. History, philoso- 
phy, religion, literature, art and science, presented by the Socratic method (question 


and answer), If taken in tabloid doses, so much per day, guaranteed to make an edu- 
cated person of you! Fooling aside, it is the sort of book that has a definite place 
in the self-help category. $2.75 


September ?? 
Hatcher, Harlan THE BUCKEYE COUNTRY: A Pageant of Ohio Kinsey 


An informal history of Ohio, delightfully told in informal style, by a man 
who is proud of his Ohio heritage and traditions. The angle is pleasantly personal, 
as he chats about the elements that went into the making of his state, - the land and 
the fighting for it, the settlers and their individual types of settlements, Connecticut 
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transplanted, Virginia, the Dutch, the French; statehood and government; the river, the 
roads, the lake and the canals; various religious sects; architecture and the arts; 

education; writers; presidents. A state story that should have wide local interest, and 
a certain value for school and public libraries outside the state. Harlan Hatcher is 


probably the most popular Ohio lecturer to club groups, etc., and the news. that he .hbas 
done a book on the state should be publicized through these channels. Liberally illus— 


ustrated with an unusual collection of photographs. $3.75 
) 
September~?? 1¢ / 7 
Cutting, C. Suydam FIRE OX AND OTHER YEARS Scribner 


A book for those interested in out-cf-+the-way places, with hardships, dan- 
gers, obstacles taken in their stride, based on fifteen years of traveling, on one ex- 
pedition after another, - Chinese Turkestan, Ethiopia, Assam, Chinese Tibet, the Gal- 
apagos, Celebes, Nepal, Upper Burma, etce The emphasis is on the places visited rath- 
er than on the author himself. Unhampered by traditigqn-dictated responses to these 
fairly uncharted places, he is responsive and enthusiastic, and tells of his journey- 
ings and the people he met with concentrated observation and fresh judgment. 35.00? 


Pitkin, Walter B. THE ART OF USEFUL WRITING Whittlesey 


Defining "useful writing" as "meeting consumer interest", Walter Pitkin, 
out of broad experience, has written a book designed to discourage all but the valiant 
and determined writers-—to-be. More power to him. He gives advice on how to use the 
book, and he shows how he built up his own capacity for accomplishment by following 
his own rules. He outlines the procedure, - practice, drill, files, notes, and system 
established and sustained through the years. The book falls into three main sections,- 
the mechanics of writing, the orientation or logic of writing; the psychology of writ- 
ing. An excellent basic textbook for writings courses or for home study. bee OO 

2.00 
September 4 


Wilkinson, Clennell BONNIE PRINCE CHARLIE Lippincott 


The story of the Young Pretender, a great story and a great man, according 
to his biographer, "not for what he was, nor even for what he did, but for what he 
Stands for" — gallant trial and gallant failure, in the great romantic tradition. Gay, 
impulsive, charming, determined, Charles Stuart is shown as a lovable figure, making. 

a stout hearted attempt to rescue the English throne from the Hanoverians. The book 
centers on the effort to capture the throne, with the support of his Highlanders:- 
sucecss, failvre, retreat, pursuit, and final escape to France, an embittered exile. He 
has always been a romantic figure; this substantiates that picture. Illustrated. $2.50 


September =p O 4 
Connolly, James 5, THE PORT OF GLOUCESTER Doubleday, Doran 


A history of "the most famous small port in the world." by one who shares 
with his readers, his own enthusiasm for Massachusett's fishing capital. He sketches 
in its early history, the growth of fishing and shipbuilding, the share of its inhabi- 
tants in America's wars, the influx of foreigners, the dangers and the search for bet- 
ter fishing grounds, troubles with Canada, colorful personalities, fishing boat races, 
Gloucester's boats, their journeys, their speeds, their captains, crews and cargoes. 
Good regional material, effervescently told. Don't forget its vacation reading inter- 
est, when next summer comes around. With etchings by Max kuehne. $3.00 
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September 9 


Galdston, Dr. Iago PROGRESS IN MEDICINE Knopf 


A thorough and sound job, but not as popular in handling as the majority 
of books in the recent field. The book opens with a brief background, byilding up to 
Pasteur, then follows through with a survey of the new vistas opening up with the dis- 
covery of the germ causation of disease. Then the development of antisepsis. And on 
to the new sciences, - of nutrition, of vitamins, of endocrine glands, of psychiatry. 
The progress in preventive medicine, in clinical treatment. Life stories of leading 
pioneers are scattered through the text, but it is primarily a history of medicine in 
its widening scope, with anecdotal and human interest facets secondary. The author 
makes a definite contribution to the better understanding of what these developments 
mean to science and to humanity, which should be valuable in allied fields. $3.00 


Three New Cook-Books 
September 11 
Allen, Janet McKenzie New Edition of COOKING FOR TWO Little, Brown 


A sound treatise on household management, with rules about buying, choice 
of staples, quantities, selection, storage, the use of frozen foods, basic kitchen 
supplies, a few rules of nutrition and menu building. Then breakfasts, luncheons, 
dinners -— menus and recipes; tea, snacks, buffet service, late suppers; and - in the 
last section - a motley collection of tempting recipes for tidbits, for desserts, 
breads, cakes, candies, etc. I've seen better arranged books from the recipe and menu 
angle, but there's a wide range of information for young housekeepers. $2.00 


Young, Hazel BETTER MEALS FOR LESS MONEY q- Little, Brown 


A novel arrangement, with each set-up of menus and recipes prefaced by 
running commentary containing sound advice on kinds of food, use of leftovers, sound 
buying, cheap cuts, meat substitutes, dairy product substitutes, sound ways to save 
money, emergency shelf supplies, variety in menu building, etc. Of the two books, I'd 


be inclined to give the vote to this one as covering more ground to much the same end. 
$1.75 


September 19 


Harris, Flora ONE BURNER COOKERY Farrar & Rinehart 


Not a book for the tired toiler at day's end, with limited budget and size- 
able appetite. On the whole the recipes are unsubstantial, designed for Specialty sup- 
pers, pick-up meals, snacks, etc. There are your dainty dishes, with fancy sauces - 
entrees rather than basic food. No soups, vegetables, desserts. Epicurean but entic-— 
ing. $1.50 


September 13 
Rogers, Frances & Beard, Alice 6,000 YEARS OF GEMS AND JEWELRY Stokes 


The popularity of The House of Jewels at the N.Y. World's Fair, indicates 
a more general interest in this subject than might have been expected. Here is the de- 
finitive book on the history, legend, drama and story of jewels and jewelry, from the 
prehistoric days of Egypt and Babylonia on down to the present. Following the histori- 
cal section, the balance of the book deals with gem materials, gem stones (precious, 
Semi-precious, quartz gems, ornamental stones and marine gems.) Those who read 5,000 


Years of Glass know that these authors can tell authentic facts ina fascinating way. 
$2.50 
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September 17 


Knollenberg, Bernhard WASHINGTON AND THE REVOLUTION Macmillan 


Librarian at Yale University, Xnollenberg is none the less a lawyer by pro- 
fesson, and he has stuided and weighed his evidence from that angle. What he does in 
this book is to reappraise Washington in his relation to the Continental Congress, to 
Gates and to Conway, and his conclusions are at variance with the average biographer 
of Washington. He is not afraid to criticize; he refuses to accept Washington's own 
statements as the last word. He gives the sources -— diaries, letters, records, on which 
he bases his findings. A book for libraries and scholars. $3.00 


PoOle, Ernest THE BRIDGE: My Own Story Macmillan 


the title suggests that in one man's life he has bridged the chasm between 
the security cf a past generation and the uncertainties of today. From a sheltered 
Chicago childhood and upbringing, he plunged into the eye-opening pattern of social 
service in New York. His interests and his gifts turned him into writing channels; he 
covered strikes and social unrest and was considered a radical in his day. He was sent 
to Russia in 1905, to report the revolution ~- was a war correspondent in Germany in the 
last World War, was constantly writing on the side ~ fiction, plays, etc, while never 
losing touch with world affairs. He knew loads of interesting people, but they are 
casually introduced, not brought in for the sake of their names. As his life settled 
down into a city and country existence, he philosophizes on ways of living, on people, 
on his own marriage, his children, etc. A pleasantly nostalgic autobiography, that in- 
troduces a delightful personality. The market will stem from those who knew and loved 


The Harbor, His Family, etc. $3.50 
Rainier, Peter W. MY VANISHED AFRICA Yale 
* Thirty years of adventure and excitement in Africa, from the Boer War to 


the years following the last World War. Born in the Transvaal some fifty years ago, 

his life span has compass: d strange doings in the African scene. He had a wandering 
life, hunting diamonds, gold, rubber, wattles, ivory; joining the African fight against 
the local Germans; working on a plan to catch goldthieves. He ran a tin mine, and there 
lost his wife and baby in the flu epidemic. His sympathy and understanding of the na- 
tives stood him in good stead in many edventures; he delighted in odd characters. A 
lively tale, highly colorful reading, with adventure, treasure hu:ting, courage - and a 
new slant on African history and background. More than enough entertainment for the 
Stay-at—-home ~ good escape readins for today's market. The book will carry end paper 
maps. $2.75 


Two Books on Child Training 
September 15 


Hanford, Helen Ellwanger PARENTS CAN LEARN : Holt 


A likeable job, non-technical, matter-of-fact advice for the parents who 
are willing to learn. The period covered stretches from babyhood to marriage, includes 
hints on living with family in the house, servants, social and sex problems, financial 
training, helping around the house, etc. A very human approach, with confessions of the 
author's failures, but shows how both parents can dovetail experience and what results 
can be achieved by patient, careful, undemonstrative supervision, $1.75 — 
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September 20 


Sadler, William S. & Lena K. GROWING OUT OF BABYHOOD Funk & Wagnalls 
Problems of the Pre-school Child 


This is more specialized, dealing as it does with special problems of the 
pre-school child, the ways and means of meeting them. Child training, cures for thumb 
sucking, bedwetting, other bad habits; setting up of good habits; establishing social 
adaptation. Designed for serious parents, who want to get at cause and variations. 
Although the emphasis is on the home, there is a good deal here for nursery school 
teachers. The authors advocate nursery school from two years on. Helen Hanford puts 
the age even younger. The assumption that these are problems most parents may have to 
meet is rather overwhelming, but viewed as individual problems, it is a common-sense 
handling of the various subjects. $2.50 


Smith, Arthur D. Howden MR. HOUSE OF TEXAS Funk & Wagnalls 


The author gives a sympathetic picture of House and a fine portrait of 

Wilson. He shows their close alliance, with House representing Wilson in all sorts of 
delicate missions. He traces the change in Wilson from pacifist to advocate of the 
cause of the allies - and on to the Versailles Treaty, the struggle for League participa- 
tion - and defeat. The break between Wilson and House, in spite of the author's fair- 
ness to both parties, still remains an enigma, and today, twenty years later, we are 
again paying for the defeat they sustained. Thoroughly readable and enlightening, but 
one wonders how much general interest there is now. $3.50 


September 24 


MacDougall, Curtis D. HOAXES Macmillan 


An historical compendium of misrepresentations, spoofs, forgeries, frauds, 
pitfalls for a credulous public. Some have had permanent influence, others are merely 
curiosities today. It covers many angles, - financial, historical, literary, artistic, 
religious. It ranges from tall tales to presidential campaigns, from newspaper tricks 
to famous swindles. Amusing, entertaining. For all its diverting quality, this has a 
good deal of sound value on false propaganda today. Illustrated. $3.50 


September 23 
Anderson, Maxwell ELEVEN VERSE PLAYS Harcourt, Brace 


For ten years (1929-39) Maxwell Anderson has published his plays individual- 
ly, under his own imprint. Now in one volume, are eleven plays including such favor- 
ites as Elizabeth the Queen, Mary of Scotland, Winterset, Key Largo. $3.50??? 


Last Minute Arrivals 
Published 


Ford, James & Katherine Morrow THE MODERN HOUSE IN AMERICA Architectural Book 


The modern movement applied to residential design in the U.S., covering 64 
houses, in all parts of the country, with photographs of exteriors, interiors, floor 
plans, and a covering text outlining size of family, cost of units, and specifications. 
A useful book for anyone planning to build - and interested in the modern school.$5.00 
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Wills, Royal Barry HOUSES FOR GOOD LIVING Architectural Book 


This is a less useful and practical book than its predecessor, but a more 
decorative book, pictorially. There is an introductory text analyzing needs, styles, 
costs, ways of saving and the value of the architect in building or remodelling. The 
photographs are taken from the "photogenic angle" - the pattern of a tree against a 
wall, the framing the branches make in an angle on a house, etc. In the process, some 
good architectural points are brought out. Floor plans give some practical value to 
the book. $4.00 


Greene, Eleanore D. PANAMA SKETCHES Bruce Humphries 


A collection of charming vignettes of Panama life as experienced by an 
army officer's wife stationed there. Someof them appeared in This Week. There's hu- 
mor, a sense of the people and the place and a nice personality back of them. $1.00 


Warner, Matt THE LAST OF THE BANDIT RIDERS Caxton 


Matt Warner told his story to Murray King. Warner was a Utah desperado, 
who fell into evil ways young, but never found the way back. He lived with Indians, 
he took up cattle raiding and rustling, gun fighting, holdups, bank robberies. He 
and his pals were not evil at heart; they spared the poor and needy. With Feds on 
their trails, they kept moving. Successive jail experiences resulted in Warner eventu- 
ally going straight, and atSeventy odd he wound up his days as a police officer. Ins 
and outs and ways and means of true western ~ told in vernacular. Illustrated. $3.00 


Forbes, Rosita THESE MEN I KNEW Dutton 


Interviews and memories of famous names, tying in then current impressions 
with today's facts. Several visits to Hitler show his changing policies and convic- 
tions. Stalin, Roosevelt, Haile Selassie, Mussolini, Henry Ford, Goering, Horthy, 
Queen Wilhelmina, Ataturk and many others are included, with plenty of detail to col- 
or the interviews with strong personal flavor. Good enough, but not important. $3.00 


Keyhoe, Donald Edward M-DAY Dutton 
If War Comes, What Your Government Plans for You 


There is in existence an actual, up to the minute program of mobilization, 
if and when war should come. The author has taken that plan and shows how it will af- 
fect, individuals, business, etc. Specific duties are assigned specific groups, and 
some of the plan is already in operation. Factual information of current interest. 

$1.00 


July 22 
Paisley, E. W. SANCTUARY: A Finding of Life Dutton 


Homespun philosophy arrived at after retreat to a cabin in Maine from the 
stress and turmoil of the city. An account of a woman beyond middle age who fixes up 
2 crude cabin, makes a garden, makes new friends, and establishes new habits, all of 
which leads to spiritual regeneration and serenity of spirit. Adventures in content- 
ment, without the salting of humor. Pretty sentimental. $2.50 
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Olson, Elder THE COCK OF HEAVEN Macmillan 


This allegory, based on legend, tells of the history of man, from the wander- 
ing of the Jew Ahasuerus, as he witnesses the seven wanderings of humanity, down to the 
dance of death and the destruction of the universe. Olson has evidently been profound- 
ly influenced by Eliot, and his dream-filled, symbol-filled poem goes beyond that, and a 
new and puzzling technique destroys what continuity the poem might have had. Very es-~ 
oteric - I for one have never been so confused — but never. $2.00 


White, William Allen - ed. DEFENSE FOR AMERICA Macmillan 


This book is a compendium of the thoughts of 14 outstanding American citizens 
on the subject of helping defend America through aiding Great Britain. Not British 
propaganda but a sincere expression of patriotism and concern for democracy's survival. 


Some may differ with the program; none - we hope — with the ideals. $1. 00 
July 26 
Jackson, William Henry TIME EXPOSURE Putnam 


At over ninety, a man whose life has been as active as William Henry Jack- 
son's has seen a lot of history. Born before the Civil War, he managed to see most of 
America. He was in the business of photography, but it was a love of adventure that 
took him West as driver for an oxen train. A sort of mid-19th century hitchhiking, as 
he did odd jobs, and got lifts, out to Chicago; covered the Western trails with the oxen, 
drove horses back east from California, joined the Hayden geological survey as camera 
man, visited the Rockies, the Yellowstone, and went down into the Southwest, up into 
the Northwest, and finally around the world. A rolling stone who gathered plenty of 
moss. Landscape photography was his business - but he tells his story from a2 new angle, 
with amus ing bits throughout. For those who like personal experience. $3.50 — 


HEYWOOD BROUN AS HE SEEMED TO US Random House 


This is a stenographic record of the memorial meeting, held under the aus- 
pices of the Newspaper Guild, and naturally the Guild is seen with rose-colored glasses, 
A spotty little volume, well produced, but neither fish, fresh fowl, nor good red her- | 
ring. Most of the speakers are content with admiring Broun in one respect or another, 
but they do not even pretend to give a picture of the man himself. John L. Lewis, F.P.A, 
John Kieran, Frank Sullivan, Morris Ernst, La Guardia and others tell anecdotes, recall 
Broun's contribution to journalism, to politics, to causes of various liberal kinds. 

A disappointing record of a colorful personality. $1.00 
Stolper, Gustav GERMAN ECONOMY 1870 - 1940 Reynal & Hitchcock 

The author is a well~known economist and writer, one time member of the 
Reichstag, and a historian who has studied without passion or prejudice the facts of 
Germany's rise to power. Here is a clear cut survey of Germany's rise, fall and pre- 
sent stature. His understanding of the German mind and German psychology is illumin- 
ating. He traces seventy years of progress to the present goal of state control. The 
defeat in 1918 was merely a temporary halt. He shows where even the Weimar republic 
made its contribution towards rebuilding a military machine and an ersatz economy, pro- 
viding a solid foundation for Naziism, He makes no attempt to forecast the future but 
seems to indicate that civilization hangs in the balance as hunger and famine and bru- 
tality stalk roughshod over the truths we have always maintained. In the course of 
the book, he reveals the fact that much attributed to Hitler (in way of benefit to Ger- 
many) was in existence before the Nazi regime. $3.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 












Page 
Doubleday, Doran 
Allen, H.J.— VENEZUELA- from 8/9 to 9/6 243 
Fenton, C.L. & MeA.— THE ROCK BOOK- from 8/9 to 9/6 208 
Stevers, Me- MIND THROUGH THE AGES- from 8/9 to 9/6 244 
Wilfred Funk- Martin, George Victor~ FOR THEIR VINES HAVE TENDER GRAPES- 
Title changed to FOR OUR VINES HAVE TENDER GRAPES 308 
4 Little, Brown 
a Benchley, Belle- MY LIFE IN A MAN MADE JUNGLE- from 8/8 to 8/21 293 
bl Nixon, Larry- SEE CANADA NEXT-~ from 7/25 to 8/7 265 
t Longmans Green 
E Medary, M.- EDRA OF THE ISLANDS (J)- from 8/21 to 7/17 278 
| Prentice Hall 
ey Anonymous— C T OF THIS PAIN- Title changed to REFUGEE. 295 
Putnam 
Brenner, A.— YOUR MEXICAN HOLIDAY- Price from $2.50 to $2.75- Definite 
i date 8/26. 294 
; Scribner 
' Butler, N.M.- ACROSS THE BUSY YEARS- Vol.II- Definite date- 8/19 267 
Simon & Schuster 
Flexner, A.- FRONTIERS OF LEARNING- Title changed to NOW I REMEMBER~ 
Price from $3.00 to $3.75. Postponed to 9/?? 223 
Martin, B.e— ALFRED (J)-— from 7/? to 8/? 273 
Ripperger, H.—- A HOME OF YOUR OWN- from 8/15 to 7/25 241 
Schwed, F.-— WHERE AR# THE CUSTOMERS YACHTS?- Definite date 7/22 205 
@ Viking 
f Bacon, J.D.— THE DOOR IN THE CLOSET (J)- Definite date 8/9 278 
3 Gray, J.E.- THE FéIR ADVENTURE (J)- Definite date 7/29 250 
O'Faolain, S.— COME BACK TO ERIN- from 8/9 to 8/26 283 


Please Note: The firm name of Harrtson-Hilton has been changed to Smith & Durrell 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR ~ AUGUST ist TO 15th 


a 
P August 1— Lawson & Breen- THE WEEKEND COMPANION (Stewart) 314 
August 5- Mason, Gregory- SOUTH OF YESTERDAY (Holt) 243 
ie Minnigerode, Meade~ THE TERROR OF PERU (Farrar & Rinehart) 235 
5 pennies Raine, W.M.— GUNS OF THE FRONTIER (Houghton Mifflin) 243 
August 7- Godden, Rumer- GYPSY, GYPSY (Little, Brown) 254 
August 8— Walker, Mildred- THE BREWERS' BIG HORSES (Harcourt Brace) — 306 
August 9— Foster, B.~ POWDERSMOKE FENCE (Doubleday, Doran) 238 
rei Postgate, R.- VERDICT OF TWELVE (Doubleday, Doran) | 238 
T°. eptiSe—te Matschat, Cecile Hulse- PREACHER ON HORSEBACK (Farrar & Rinehart) 305 
ye Sagest—13- Todd, H.- A MAN NAMED GRANT (Houghton Mifflin) oo 


August 14- Paul, E.- MAYHEM IN B-FLAT (Random House) 
August 9t- Robertson, Willard- MOON TIDE (Carrick & Evans) 
9m Rumsey, Adelaide- WHEN THE BOUGH BREAKS (Simon & Schuster) 


256 
231 
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RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT: No. 5 
EDITED BY GENE SIMMONDS 
A LIST OF BIBLES 


Note:- From 1914 - 1918 the demand for Bibles increased steadily. Already, today, one 
hears from various sources that there is a perceptible upward turn. Have you found it 
to be true? Are you prepared to meet the demand? Do you know the present output on 
Bibles, the best editions for various purposes, the price ranges, the new developments 
in easier type faces, lighter weight, etc. Check your stock. Go over this chart of 
recommended editions. keep it available for reference even 1f you cannot stock a wide 


assortment. 


Bibles fall into three classes: the authorized or King James Version, the American 
Revised or Standard Version, and the Bibles written in Modern English such as the 
translations by Moffatt, Goodspeed and Weymouth. They come in a variety of styles 
and sizes of print and are differentiated by the following names: 


TEXT.BIBLES consist of the text of the Old and New Testament. 

SCHOLARS' BIBLES contain special Helps or Aids for Bible Students. 

REFERENCE BIBLES contain the text of the Old and New Testaments with references 
down the center of the page referring to other portions where the same subjects 
are mentioned. 

CONCORDANCE BIBLES are ReferenceBibles plus a Concordance or Word Reference ar- 
ranged in alphabetical order so as to locate the outstanding words by chapter 
and verse. 

TEACHERS' BIBLES consist of the Reference Bibles with a Concordance, Bible 
Dictionary and often additional maps and helps. 


RED LETTER BIBLES have the words of Christ in red. 

THE KING JAMES VERSION was revised 1604 - 1611 before the three most important 
Bible manuscripts (the Sinaitic, 1844; the Alexandrian, 1621; the Vatican, 1461) 
were available to translators. Beautiful though often inaccurate. 


THE AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION was revised over a period of thirty years, 1872 - 
1901. All the manuscripts were available. The archeological discoveries of the 
additional three hundred years contributed much to the clarity and comprehension 
of the original meanings. Used and endorsed by all Protestant Churches and Sem- 
inaries, Paragraphed. Less beautiful than the KING JAMES VERSION but sound. 


The Goodspeed (published by the University of Chicago) and the Moffatt translations 
(published by the Association Press and now almost entirely by Harper) are important 
aids to Bible Study and should be confidently recommended as an additional help, 
first because the English is new and striking and second because both are the work 
of brilliant scholars who have thrown much light on difficult points. 


In the list of Bibles that follows we have not made an attempt to give every number, 
rather we have tried to give a few that are particularly well adapted to the needs 
of the average person buying a bible for study, reading, or as a gift. 
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In almost every case these numbers are availabe at higher and lower prices, on better 
paper, in better bindings and some in colors, an idea that is growing steadily in pop- 
ularity. For specimens of print you will have to consult the individual catalogues, 
You will find that a few good Bibles at reasonable prices and a thorough knowledge of 
them will materially increase your sales. Do not be afraid to buy a new line of 
Bibles, new that is to you. Both Collins' and Harpers' lines have been leaders in 
England for years. They are priced right and special attention has been paid to read- 
able type and lightness. The two greatest obstacles to Bible reading have been poor 
type and excessive weight. See Harpers' new clear black and Collins' clear type. 
The former's #242%x and the latter's #4690 seem to us about perfect. 
ear 
BINDING STYLE TYPE PRICE PUBLISHER 
French Morocco 4C2 Cameo $3.75 Cambridge(Mac. ) 
White Wi Ruby 2.00 " 
Blue Per. Morrocco 4XD3 Cameo 8.00 - 
Imitation Leather 8 Bold Face Brevier 1.25 Collins 
Persianette 589 R.L. m 2.00 " 
French Morocco S. 91 a 2.50 ’ 
French Morocco $1790 Small Pica 5.00 ° 
Genuine Leather 1405 Clear Black 2.50 Harper 
Genuine Leather (India 
paper) 1444xX . 5. 00 9s 
Morocco Grain 1801 Pica 3.00 ™ 
Morocco Grain 1802C Small Pica 5.00 x 
Morocco Grain 1528 bold Black 1.50 Holman 
Genuine Leather ~- 
(Black or Red) 1525 3.75 ° 
Seal Grain Leather 2014 ” 5.25 ” 
Leatheroid 1006 Bold Face 1.25 Nelson (King 
James Version) 
Leatheroid 1496 New Bold 1.25 " 
Genuine Leather 1015 Bold Face 2.50 , 
Genuine Leather 1494 : 2.50 . 
Leatheroid 1905 Large Clear 1.00 Nelson (Amer. 
Stan. Version) 
Leatheroid 63 , 1.25 " 
Genuine Leather 94 ° 2.50 ” 
French Morocco 1473 Brevier 3.50 Ox ford 
French Morocco 01523 Garnet 4.00 . 
Genuine Leather 0249 Brevier 3.00 nf 
Imitation Leather 0607 Small Pica 3.00 " 
Genuine Leather 120 Large 2-50 Winston 
Genuine Leather 16290 “ 3.50 " 
French Morocco 6255 ' 4.00 ? 
French Morocco z Pulpit 5.00 ” 
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French Morocco | 


| Cameo 


July 15, 1940 
| CONCORDANCE 
BINDING STYLE TYPE PRICE PUBLISHER 
French Morocco 23C2 Cameo $4.75 Cambridge(Mac. ) 
French Morocco 24XD2 Turquoise 9.50 ” 
French Morocco 23XCz2 Cameo 3.75 ° 
** Genuine Leather 4390 Long Primer 5.50 Collins 
Genuine Leather 
(India Paper) A4690 Long Primer 8.50 ” 
Genuine Leather 2615 Long Primer 5.00 Harper 
Genuine Leather 2415X Clear Black 5.50 
Genuine Leather 250 Clear 3.50 Nelson 
French Morocco 8290 Black Face 4.00 Winston 
REFERENCE 
French Morocco 13C2 Cameo 4.25 Cambridge(Mac. ) 
French Morocco 14C1 Turquoise 5.75 
e Persian Morocco 14XD2 - 9.00 " 
French Morocco §.200 brevier 3.50 Collins 
Persian Morocco A2813 . 5.00 ” 
Genuine Leather 2690 Long Primer 5.00 ws 
Genuine Leather 4690 be 5.50 ws 
** Persian Morroco — 
(BlackBlue or Red) 2427X Clear Black 8.00 Harper 
Genuine Leather 2604 Long Primer 5. 00 . 
{ 
LL 
Genuine Leather 4625 Bold Face 5.00 Holman 
Leatheroid 156 Clear 1.50 Nelson (King 
James Version) 
Genuine Leather 3451 New Bold 3.25 e 
Leatheroid 550 Clear 1.50 Nelson(Amer. 
Stan Version) 
Genuine Leather 252 Onyx Bold 4.00 . 
French Morocco 03403 Brevier 4.25 oxford 
French Morocco 8190 Int. Black 4.00 Winston 
e TEACHERS 
28C2 5.00 Cambridge(Mac. ) 


| ¢ 
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TEACHERS (Cont. ) 
STYLE 





PUBLISHER 





BINDING TYPE 











French Morocco A3892 Bold Face Collins 
French Morocco 4990 te 3.50 " 












Genuine Leather 2675R.L. Long Primer 5.50 Harper 
Genuine Leather 2625 4 8.50 ” 





























French Seal 4712 Extra Large 5.00 Holman 

Genuine Leather 6451 Bold 4.25 Nelson( King 
James Version) 

Genuine Leather 750 Bold 3.00 Nelson(Amer. 
Stan. Version) 

Genuine Leather 0761X Brevier 5.00 Oxford 

Genuine Leather 0961X Long Primer 7.00 ° 

Bagdad Morocco 81 Blackface 5.00 Winston 














APOCRYPHA EDITIONS 








French Morocco 7XC3A Pitt 6.50 Cambridge(Mac.) 
French Morocco 
(Maroon) 7XD3A ’ 7.25 . 




















NEW TESTAMENT 



































French Morocco $146PS Brevier 1.75 Collins 
Fine Grain Morocco A64PS . 3.50 e 
es 
Kent, Charles Foster THE SHORTER BIBLE Seribner 


THE SHORTER BIBLE presents in logical order those parts of the Bible which 
are of vital interest and practical value, answering the modern need for selective 
reading in the Scriptures. This translation aims to express the message of the Bible 
in simple, dignified, modern English that even a child can understand. It is not in- 
tended as a substitute for the whole text, but is intended to stimulate interest 
through carefully chosen selections. Green cloth binding. 


The Old Testament $2.00 
The New Testament 1.28 
Kent, C.F. & Sherman, H.A. THE CHILDREN'S SIBLE Scribner 


A simple translation of selections from the Bible most suited to the needs 
and interests of the child, with numerous illustrations both in color and in black 
and white. Black cloth - $2.50 
Sunday School Edition- Tan cloth - 1.00 
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Hastings, James DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE Scribner 


The most valuable contribution in one volume to the understanding of 
the Bible. The aim of the editor has been to provide a complete and independent Dic- 
tionary of the Bible in simple, untechnical language, and the articles are authori- 


tative. A standard reference work. Black cloth binding - $7.00 
India paper - 8.00 


Add These To Your Religious Book List 


Edwards, Richard EK. A PERSON-MINDED MINISTRY Cokesbury 


There has probably never been @ time when our people were more power— 
fully reminded of the value and need of the individual. "Personal work" was a bad 


phrase for a worthy idea and repulsed many clergy and laymen. "Person~-mindedness" 
seems a happier description of that state of individual-consciousness which every clergy- 


man, social worker, teacher, parent, or friend should possess and cultivate. Mr. 
Edwards hss written intelligently enough for the expert yet simply enough for the nov- 
ice who would put people before things, the individual before the mass. (To be pub- 


lished September 1st. ) $2.00 


Sheen, Fulton WHENCE COME WARS Sheed & Ward 


Truth that hurts! Sheen reveals, with his usual clarity, the causes of 
wars as he shows up the sins of systems, of nations, and of dictators, but also mak~ 
ing the individual sharply aware of his own failings which contribute to the pattern 
of war. A daring book, and a challenge to the reader. $1.00 


NOTE 


N.B. See page 310 for the report on NO OTHER MAN by Alfred Noyes whitch has a definite 
place in the religtous field. 


























BULLETIN FROM 







: © Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East 51st.Street 
| SE a a ND eT Se Fea Se SN AR 


Vol. VIII July 15, 1940 No. 14 


JUVENILE SUPPLEMENTS: No. Il 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
































Hogan, Inez TWIN SEALS Dutton 


This doesn't quite measure up to Inez Hogan's highest standard, but is, 
nonetheless, a cunning story of two baby seals and of how they came to be pets of an 
Eskimo boy. Don't count on it for accurate nature study! (7/15) $1.00 


Davis, Alice Vaught TIMOTHY TURTLE Harcourt, Brace 
Author of Peter Penguin 


The attractive pictures in color by Guy Brown Wiser are three quarters of 
the charm of this story of the turtle who got turned over and of how it took all of 
his friends to work out a way to get him back. (9/26) $1. 50 


May, Robert L. BENNY THE BUNNY LIKED BEANS Knopf 


Yes, it is comic supplement type of thing, with a bit of a moral — but it 
@ is fun, and it will serve a purpose of bridging over the child's interests from the 
funnies to books. Drawings in color by Harriet Weed Hubbell. (9/16) $ .50 





Barto, Emily THE CROOKED MAN Longmans, Green 


This seems to me entirely adult in conception and execution. There is a 
preface of definite historic interest, concerned with the political background of the 
lampoon which has come down to us as a nursery rhyme from Charles First's day. The 
pictures are effective, but not childlike in appeal, and the break of the rhyme and the 
introduction of repetition takes it out of the childhood sphere. (8/28) $ .75 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 
Beim, Lorraine & Jerrold LUCKY PIERRE Harcourt, Brace 


Good second and third grade material in a cute story of six children of 
Brittany and of how the idiosyncrasies of one of them proved of value. The pictures 
by Howard Simon are delightful. Printed in sepia and blue. This book is by the same 


writers who did The Burro That Had a Name, (9/26) $1. 50 
Lattimore, Eleanor Frances THE STORY OF LEE LING Harcourt, Brace 
* Ever since Little Pear I have looked forward to Eleanor Lattimore's natu- 


ral and human stories of Chinese life. This one is about a little Chinese girl, much 
more independent than most Chinese girl children, and a very real personality. Im- 


plicit in the story, a good picture of Chinese life. (9/19) $2.00 
Brock, Emma L. TOO FAST FOR JOHN Knopf 
@ * This is a good Emma Brock, in herrealistic vein. Consistent story of a 
small boy's first long journey on a Pullman sleeper and of his adventureS- Keyed right 
for age group as to content and vocabulary. (9/16) - $1.00 
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Kissin, Rita RAFFY AND THE HONKEBEESTE Messner 

‘ (Originally scheduled for Spring publication and so reported. Now as Junior 
Guild selection, it comes sometime in September.) A bit beyond the picture-story book 
class, and yet with difficult African animal names it makes it a hard book for begin— 
ners. But the interest level is definitely for this age group. An amusing and orig- 
inal story of a young giraffe who was determined to outrun everything in the veldt, in- 


cluding what turned out to be an automobile. Charles Bruck has illustrated it with 


delicious pictures in color. (9/?) $2.00 


Gilbert, Paul T. BERTRAM'S TRIP TO THE NORTH POLE Rand McNally 


Another in the Bertram series, and apparently these are nonsense tales that 
have a definite audience among the young fry (though I acknowledge myself among those 
adults who think them silly). And I imagine some parents may find that the gorging on 
sweets permitted so gaily in the story is an example they'd rather not have set. How- 
ever - here goes. This time Bertram and his pals go to the land of the Eskimos, tak- 
ing the cat, acquiring a tame whale, a trained puffin and a revivified mammoth. They 
make friends with their hosts, have games, discover gold et al. (7/1) $1.00 


Turner, Nancy Byrd & THE HOPSKIPS Stokes 
Nichols, Gertrude 


A story of miniature creatures who inhabit the family car, and go everywhere 
the family goes. This takes them into a succession of adventure with the members of 
the family, the dog, the doll, the mouse, the beetle. This sort of story, intelligent- 
ly done (as in this case) has a perennial appeal of brownies and their ilk. Illus- 


trated by Philip L. Martin in uncomplicated line. (9/16) $1.25 
Neville, Vera LITYLE BO Nelson 
* I liked this story of the street urchin who had lived by his wits, who made 


friends with a junk man and found what the next grade of poverty provided. The roman- 
tic turn at the end isn't quite up to the first part, but gives a popular fillip to a 
tale that might be depressing (but isn't). Nice pictures. (9/7) $1.50 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 


Stolper, Joel PATCHES Harcourt, Brace 


Fictionized nature material, dealing with a young giraffe, but sound basi- 

cally, so sell under fact, rather than story. In comparison to Raffy (see above) 
this is tame, but there are nice decorative pictures and some real information. (9/19) 
$1.50 


Kane, Henry B. THE TALE OF THE WHITEFOOT MOUSE Knopf 


This is the first of a new series of Wild World Tales, and it is good. in 
enchanting photographs, informative decorations and good text the story of the events 
in the life of a whitefoot mouse is told. (9/16) $1.25 


Judson, Clara Ingram PEOPLE WHO COME TO OUR HOUSE Rand McNally 


Small town workmen and tradesmen, the people who help make the wheels go 
round (milkman, postman, carpenter, grocer, etc.) with a page of factual information 
about their place in the lives of two children. Then the children go for a visit to 
the city, and learn about some of the city occupations that touch their daily lives. 
Primer content material, illustrated in color and line. (Published) $1.00 
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Tompkins, Jane THE BEAVER TWINS Stokes 


* This is the best of the animal twins series, and fascinating to anyone who 
has seen beaver dams and beaver houses and watched the industrious creatures at work. 
There is a slight story, weaving together a succession of facts that give an insight 
into the natural history of the beavers. The setting is the Adirondacks, but the con- 
tent is not necessarily localized. Line drawings. (9/16) $1.50 


Crane, Donn P. FIVE LITTLE SCAMPS Whitman 


In text and drawings is told a might be true story of five little raccoons, 
of their inquisitive searching out of life, and of how that curiosity got them into a 
zoo where they form part of the raccoon colony. (9/20) $1.25 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6 - 9g) 


Note:- This classification does not assume that the books can't be read by children who 
can cope with the reading difficulties, or by older children. But the age level seems 
to belong at this 6 to 9 point, while the format and the vocabulary would make the 
books a bit beyond the content level. Story tellers please note value. 


Wolfson, William GOING PLACES! Coward, McCann 


I can't see this book. The set-up seems to me artificial, and the inter- 
est is forced. Might have some value if presented by an adult, but I believe the same 
thing can be better achieved elsewhere. Successive "stories" contrast ways of living, 
and point out the value of each. There's a boy of the arctic and a boy of the jungle; 
a boy of the mountains and a boy of the valley; a boy of the rice fields and a boy of 
the deserts; a boy living in a lighthouse and a boy living in a city. They visit each 
other and face the problems of adaptation. Pictures are decorative patterns for the 


pages, reproduced with tone blocks to give color effect. (9/16) $1.50 
Bartusek, Libushka HAPPY TIMES IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA Knopf 
* Now is the time to impress on children the fact of a happy land that once 


was - to keep alive in memory the traditions, the customs, the festivals and amusements 
that characterized successive seasons. The material is based on childhood memories of 
the author, and the illustratians by Yarka Bures are characteristic of the decorative 

quality of Czechoslovakian art. Foreword by Eleanor Roosevelt. (9/16) $2.00 


Brooks, Walter R. FREDDY'S COUSIN WEEDLY Knopf 


There are always new children to whom Mr. Bean's animals can be introduced, 
but, I confess, they lack - for me - the quality of the first meeting in To and Again. 
This time Weedly, a small pig, is cured of shyness, and the animals rescue Mrs. Bean's 
silver teapot from interfering Aunt Effie. Kurt Wiese pictures. (9/16) $2.00 
Knopf has some biographical folders this year, including one on Walter Brooks. 


de Palencia, Isabel with pictures by 
Tubau, Ceferino Palencia SAINT ANTHONY'S PIG Longmans, Green 


Story of a hill town in Spain, and of how a legendary custom worked out to 
the good of one small pig and of the animal friends he selected to share his particu- 
lar year of glory - and of how that year was extended beyond its allotment. A fine 
piece of book making, with text and line drawings printed in terra cotta. (8/14) $.75 
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Thomas, Leslie THE STORY OF THE WILLOW PLATE Morrow 
I wonder how many children, today, are familiar with the willow plate pat- 
tern that most adults know so well? Here in adaptation from the Chinese, is the legend 
of the mandarin's daughter who loved the lowly clerk, and of how the story is perpetu- 
ated in the famous pattern. The story appeared in Good Housekeeping and might have a 
plus sale interest for antiquarians. Illustrated by the author. (9/25) Y~ Hyg 





Duncan, Eula Griffin BIG ROAD WALKER Stokes 


A collection of tales from Negro folk lore, based on stories told by Alice 
Cannon, a cook in a North Carolinian kitchen to the neighborhood children. It is sort 
of a Negro Paul Bunyan, heroic, absurd, with superhuman dimensions and powers. This 
character holds the tales together. The dialect and the local color make these stories q 
that should be read or told by someone who knows the Negro race. The illustrations, a 
by Fritz Eichenberg, unfortunately, will tend to confuse the child reader, although for 
the adult they have a quality that fits the grotesquerie of the text. Don't use with 


children who scare easily ~ and preferably use through adult medium always. (9/16) 
$1.75 


CLASSICS IN REPRINT 


Andersen, Hans Christian THE TUMBLE BUG And Other Tales Harcourt, Brace 


This is a companion volume to It’s Perfectly True, and includes eight some 
what less familiar stories from Andersen, translated from the Danish by Paul Leyssac, 
himself a Dane. In addition to the title story, it includes The Snow Man, The Travel- 
ing Companion, The Old Man's Always Right, Little Ida's Flowers, The Bell, Five Peas 
From One Pod, Twelve By Matl Coach. A fine piece of book making, with stunning sil- 
houette decorations by Bertha List, and skillful use of color bloek. (9/26) $2.00 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Burbank, Addison THE CEDAR DEER Coward, McCann 


Story of a Mayan Indian boy in Guatemala, destined by the gods to free his 
people from slavery Idealistic in tone and swift in narrative, with good characteriza- 
tion, authentic background and a wide appeal from nine years up. The format is attrac- 
tive - good gift book appeal - illustrations that are simple and yet a spur to the im- 
agination, drawn by the author. (9/16) $2.00 


von Hagen, Victor W. & TREASURE OF THE TORTOISE ISLANDS Harcourt, Brace 
Hawkins, Quail 


* This story by the authors of Quetzal Quest has less science and fact and 
more story and adventure, thereby increasing its sales possibilites (though I, personal- 
ly, didn't like it quite as much). It is a story of the Galapagos Islands, of a youth 
and his young cousin who get lost and who stumble across some interesting scientific 
discoveries and the traces of pirates and treasure. The pictures by Antonio Sotomayor 


are decorative rather than illustrative. (9/19) $2.00 
Hoke, Helen MR. SWEENEY Holt 3 
* An unpretentious story with a real pull in the telling, so that I think it : 


should prove very popular with children who like to read about strange pets. It is a 
one of these stories that might be true, of a bear cub that became a pet - and a nui- 
sance ~ to the city children whose year near Lake Champlain was given zest by the ad- 


dition of Mr. Sweeney to the family! Excellent pencil drawings by Wm. Wills.(9/18) a 
$1.50 q 
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White, Eliza Orne THE HOUSE ACROSS THE WAY Houghton, Mifflin 






























She was a rich old lady, leading a lonely, self-complacent existence, when 
the ministers children came to her rescue. They were models of virtue, and the aver- 
age youngster will find their amiable activities a bit cloying. Eliza Orne White has 
her following, and this is perhaps a trifle less sanctimonious than some. 72.) $2.00 


Bonner, Mary Graham SIR NOBLE, The Police Horse Knopf 


This can be sold as a factual book, although the material is dressed up 
in a realistic story of a particular police horse, from colthood on. How a police 
q horse is chosen, trained and the types of work he does. His career was cut out for 
4 for him from colthood, but he was very homesick in the early days away from home. He 
ce learned to love his tasks and his training, and worked with the master he adored for 
a . twenty years. Lots of information for city children about familiar figures in their 
daily lives. The photographs are good, but not consistent to the story. (9/16) $1.50 


Stone, William S. TERI TARO FROM BORA BORA Knopf 


1 * There's a bit more depth and quality to these adventures of a nine year 
old South Sea Islander than there usually is in stories designed to show the way chil- 
dren of other lands live. In the process of a good tale, with plenty of incident, one 
gets a good deal about authentic island life and viewpoint, manners, customs, legends, 
traditions. Gay illustrations by Armstrong Sperry. (9/16) $1.75 


McSwigan, Marie THE WEATHER HOUSE PEOPLE Lippincott 


This bridges the upper bracket of the 6 to 9 year olds and the lower 
bracket of the 9 to 12's. A more or less innocuous stcry for those who like the type. 
Jean's imagination imbues the inhabitants of a Swiss barometer with life and they tell 
her the story of thcir life. Blend of fantasy and realism, which children who have a 
"weather house" will find engaging. Nice illustrations with plenty of humor by Dor~ 
othy Bayley. (9/4) $1.50 


' Coatsworth, Elizabeth THE FAIR AMERICAN Macmillan 


A rather slight story of a French nobleman's son and his escape from the 
Revolution, his journey across France, with an old servitor, and his shipping as cabin 
boy on an American boat. The balance of the story covers the period of the voyage, 
during which ne makes good friends and prepares for a new life. (9/?) $2.00 


Willard, Clark THE ADVENTURES OF SKIP AND SCRUB Penn 


a This is an amusing and original story, of a circus as seen by the animals 
4 who take part in it. Skip was a monkey, Scrub a young elephant, and between them 

a they manage to stir things up and to help enhance the program with antics they have 

4 evolved in the animal quarters. Told in narrative and dialogue, but since the animal 


conversation is not made one with the human conversation, it seems plausible. (9/20) 
$1.50 












Darby, Ada Claire COLUMBINE SUSAN Stokes 









Susan was the youngest harum scarum daughter of Colorado's second terri- 
torial governor. She tried to be good, to help her young companion earn the coveted 
gold watch from the governor - but it was a hard job, for she was always getting in- 
to hot water. A picture of early Denver ~ of a mining frontier during Civil War peri- 


od. Ada Darby knows how to blend historical background with a good story. (9/20) 
$1.75 
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Hutchinson, Ruth H. THE BLUE BUTTERFLY Whitman i 
. Two orphans from a Home are suddenly invited to go to live with an uncle in 
South America. The story leads one, through the children's experiences, into a clear q 


cut picture of the country and the people, but it is first and last a story, not a 
vehicle for imparting geographic information. Patty and Petey are normal kids, good 
models for the Kurt Wiese illustrations, and the imaginative concept of the butterfly | 


as symbolic of the new home in Buenos Aires is not overstrained. Good job. (9/20) 
$2.00 ; 


ari at 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 to 12's 


Turner, John S. LET'S START A STAMP COLLECTION Stokes 





Other stamp collector books are for older boys and girls. This is the best 
one I have encountered for nine and ten year olds ~ and many of them begin then. 
There's a good deal of biographical and historical information, introduced indirectly, 
but the emphasis is on the factual information about stamps, about things to look for, 
about how to start a collection, how to specialize, etc. Keyed to the needs of the boy 
who hasn't much money to spend. Good identification tables at end. (9/20) $1.25 


Sanderson, Ivan T. ANIMALS NOBODY KNOWS Viking 


The author of Animal Treasure and Caribbean freasure has chosen 21 strange 
animals, whose very names are out of the usual run of familiar creatures. Fantastic : 
but real - and in pictures and text he describes their color, distinctive features, 5 ( 
their use, their habitat and their way of life. His adult books have had some appeal 
for older boys and girls; this should serve as an opening wedge. (9/6) $2.00 


Cannon, James L. DoGS, A Picture Book of Pure Breeds Whitman 


Only the text is available so far, and the pictures (by the author) are of 
vital importance in the value of the book. Granted that they are satisfactory, this 
brief encyclopedia of dogs, with identifying characteristics, specifications of points, 
size, color, build; description of source and use, should be a ready stock item. The 
dogs are classified under five headings, sporting dogs, working dogs, terriers, toy 
dogs and non-sporting dogs. (9/20) $2.00 


Elms, F. Raymond RIVERS OF THE WORLD Whitman 


Purely for reference, I should say, but possibly it fills a need. I don't 
know of any other book that has the same range. Sixteen great rivers, including the 
best known rivers of every continent, with data as to their sources, their value to man, 
historical facts connected with their discovery and subsequent incidental happenings. 
Pretty dull and uninspired - but the facts are duly marshalled. Ill'd. (9/20) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Ftctton 
Montgomery, Rutherford MIDNIGHT Holt 


Nature story of the Western high ranges, in the tale of Lady Ebony, who ran 
away to join the wild horses. An old timer who had gone to the mines to get gold to | 
buy her arrives too late - and is accused of horse stealing. Lady Ebony, meantime, has 4 r 
gone wild; she bears a colt, Midnight, and teaches him what she has learned; she comes ’ 
to the cabin to seek her old friend, finds him gone, and dies protecting her colt. Mid- 
night grows up, almost wins the right to lead the band - but eventually is recognized 
and won to the ways of man by the old timer who had wanted his mother. (9/18) $2.00 
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Kent, Louise Andrews HE WENT WITH CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS Houghton, Mifflin 


Good adventure story with an historical background. An English lad, heir 
to his father's title and estate, is supposedly done away with through the machinations 
of ajealous uncle. Actually, it is another lad who perishes, and Peter Aubrey ships 
for the New World with Columbus. The story of the voyage, of the life in Espanola, the 
return voyage, follow the famous diary. The story endsywith Peter's claiming his heri- 
tage, and rebuilding with the girl he loves. (9/10) $2.00 


Yates, Elizabeth QUEST IN THE NORTHLAND: An Iceland Adventure Knopf 


From the angle of giving the feel and quality of Iceland, this is excellent, 
On its merits as a story, it is rather thin. But there is the adventure of discovery 
in sharing with Michael and Merry the beauties and contradictions of Iceland, a country 
where old and new rub elbows. Well written and authentic. (9/16) $1.75 


Miner, Lewis S. PILOT OF THE RIVER Whitman 


Story of a cub pilot on a Mississippi steamboat, before and during the Civil 
War. The historical background seems authentic enough, Bill's adventures are varied 
and exciting. But he is thrown from one narrow escape to another, until one loses a 
sense of reality, and even of suspense. The background deserves a better book; the 
actual book is mediocre. (9/20) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 


Wilson, William E. % 51c KNIFE: The Story of George Rogers Clark fParrar & Rinehart 


* One of the top flight historical biographies, combining details which give 
the story real human interest, with an appealing picture of a glamorous figure, famous 
pioneer of Revolutionary days. The story takes him from his youth as neighbor and 
friend of Jefferson through pioneering days with Boone, to the campaign against the 
British and Indians. The rest of his life is given only in retrospect, when we see 
him as a broken old man. The narrative includes plenty of adventure and action, as 
well as stressing the strategic contribution of his deeds. Illustrated. (9/26) $2.00 


Boykin, Eleanor THIS WAY, PLEASE: A Book of Manners Macmillan 


The common sense of good manners and good taste, simply presented, with 
ample coverage of the questions that disturb the average boy and girl in the teens. 
There is nothing particularly original either in material included or in presentation, 
but it is sound and readable - and never talks down to the reader. Humorous pictures, 
which, I think, hurt the book. (Published) $1.75 


Bakeless, Katherine Little STORY-LIVES OF GREAT COMPOSERS Stokes 











Here's a backgrouid biographical book on some of the composers not usually 
included in such collections. There are nineteen composers, from Rossini and Scarlatti 
up to the moderns. This volume, along with Story-Lives of Master Musicians by Brower 
gives a reasonably good coverage of the composers whose works are increasingly famil- 
iar to radio listeners of all ages. The material is readable in handling, with enough 
anecdote to hold the interest, with strains from the Operas, and motives included where 


important. One section lists representative records available. (9/16) $2.50 














July 15, 1940 Juventle Books -~ 336 - 


Leeming, Joseph FUN WITH STRING Stokes 


Last year a very expensive book on knots caught the imagination of young 4 
and old - and sold. Now comes this book, designed for boys, but sure to interest men 
who like anything to do with knots and rope and so forth. This has much of the same 
material, liberally illustrated with diagram drawings by Charles E. Pont, and in ad- 
dition, has string games, braiding and weaving with string, and magic, which will add 
one whole group of readers. (9/20) $2.00 


Carr, Albert MEN OF POWER Viking 


Soreness 


Dictators - men who have wielded power for good and ill, from Richelieu up 
to Hitler and Stalin and Mussolini. Carr is the author of Juggernaut, The Path of 
Dietatorshtp. Here, for younger readers, he has given biographical introduction to the 
facts of dictatorship through the lives of the men who were its proponents. An inter- 
esting and challenging book, of immediate value. (9/@) $2.50 

NG 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 


Haines, ponaif Menstnen PRO QUARTERBACK Farrar & Rinehart 


* A promising football star succeeds on the gridiron and fails in the class- 
room, leaves in a huff and joins a professional team. It is a drab life - and he feels 
he has run away from life. He starts drifting - and not until his old head master takes 
him in hand and sets him to work with other boys does he find himself. The part about 
pro football is slow, but the story gathers momentum. (9/19) $2.00 


Playfair; Robert S. COLONEL OF THE CRIMSON Houghton, Mifflin q 


The emphasis is on life at Harvard (Dunster House), with a combination of 
the elements that go to make up a life of fun and work and games and good will. The 
central character is a boy who is working his way through; there is one really excit- 
ing episode connected with a trucking strike; there are some rather adolescent pranks, 
and some vivid descriptions of varsity baseball and basketball. (9/10) Y¥ $2.00 


FIFTEEN AND UP -— Non-fiction 
Pope, Clifford H. CHINA'S ANIMAL FRONTIER Viking 


Do you know what a herpetologist is? Well, it's a scientist who deals 
with that phase of zoology which treats of reptiles. And it is in this field that 
Clifford Pope, youngest member of the Roy Chapman Andrews' expedition to China, is con- 
cerned. The title of this book is misleading, for there is very little about animals 
in the book. The first two thirds deals with problems with which he was confronted, - 
language mastery, transportation in different mediums, various headquarters, luxurious: 
and otherwise, problems of food and drink end cooks and servants, preparation and equip- 
ment, personalities of members of the outfit, and so on. There are sections on the an- 
imal market, on amphibians, on mammals, on strange creatures they encountered. There 
is nothing juvenile about the book, and I felt that only the boy seriously interested 
in the subject, from a scientific viewpoi:t, would be attracted. To me it was much 
less good reading than his Snakes Alive. Illustrated by photographs. (O-&®) $2.50 © 
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ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 










Benchley, Belle MY LIFE IN A MAN-MADE JUNGLE Little, Erown 


Tops for the Ditmars' market, without the limitations imposed by the sci-~ 
entific slant. The story of the San Diego Zoo, told by the woman who runs it, and 
chockful of first rate anecdotal material about animals, about the machinery of run- 
ning a zoo, securing the animals, planning the buildings, caring for the animals, etc. 
Stories of the people who come to the zoo, of what they might learn and don't,. Zoo 
construction. Zoo hospital. The friendly gorillas. Very entertaining. (Reported 
for adult sale in July ist issue — page 293.) (8/21) $3.00 

















Giles, Dorothy SINGING VALLEYS: The Story of Corn Random House 





























A thesis book, which includes much of interest, - history, economics, so- 
ciety. Corn treated as a determining factor in the country's growth and development. 
It betrayed the Indians; it made possible the tubacco trade and slave economy of the 
South; it protected New England for its fish and fur trade; it conditioned sectional 
differences; it made possible exploration, pioneering and expansion and the feeding 
of a growing people; it promoted the creation of towns around mills. Some of it is 
thin; much of it is worth reading. Valuable informational book in connection with 
history and geography as supplementary reading. (Reported page 29@-) (9/11) $3.00 


BOOKS FOR USE BY PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Huey, Edward G. WHAT MAKES THE WHEELS GO ROUND Reynal & Hitchcock 
A First Time Physics : 


This belongs in the same category as A Child's History of the World - 
to the same age group (about 9 to 12), but in the hands of a skillful teacher, it appeals 
could be used for younger - and for older - children, as an ideal introduction to 
physics. In terms, illustrated by facts familiar to every child, the author has pre- 
sented the basic discoveries in the field of physics. He discusses the elements; 
solids, liquids and gases; heat and cold; weight of air; magnetism; protons and elec- 
trons; generators and motors; locomotives, steam, engines; gravity and tension; evapo- 
ration; inertia and friction; sound, light, wave lengths; telephones, radio - and the 
scientific spirit in the approach to everything. Amazingly comprehensive and crystal 
clear. Illustrations. by Elmer Loemker simplify certain types of things. (8/23) 

$2.50 





Ackley, Edith Flack HOLIDAY CARDS FOR YOU TO MAKE Stokes 


Both this and the book that follows fit into the crafts work at schools, 
and has added value for convalescents, for clubs and camps on rainy days, for occupa- 
tional therapy. There's a section on materials and how to use them; then specific 
Suggestions for making of valentines, holiday cards, greeting cards for special occa- 
Sions. And there's some historical background on collectors' items., etc. Illustrated. 
(9/16) $2.00 


Holmes, Ruth Vickery MODEL-THEATRE CRAFT Stokes 


Scenery, actors, plays and theatres - how to make and how to use them, where 
to buy materials and so on. A fascinating book for anyone who wants to make a model 
theatre either for play or for demonstration on a small scale of what can be developed 
on the actual stage, in amateur or professional work. Fully illustrated with charts 
and diagrams, and with clear instructions. Bibliography. (9/20) $2.00 






BULLETIN FROM 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East sist Street 


PROMOTION SUPPLEMENT 


This isn't a "promotion supplement" in the ordinary sense. August First 
is not the time of year to spend money on direct mail. But it is the time of year to 
take account of stock - not in the technical sense, but in the-shall we say - "spirit- 
ual" sense. It is the one season when time is not at a premium, when you have an op- 
portunity to study your bookshop, your book department, and to make plans for the Fall 
business you so confidently expect. Have you earned the right to expect it? Have you 
built your place in the community so that you get the bulk of what business there is 
to be had? Are you putting pressure where it should be put? Are you bringing new cus-— 
tomers into your store and keeping your old customers happy in their bookshop relation- 
ship? Are you spending your valuable time on petty details that could be eliminated by 
proper organization? Or is every moment used to improve the service your shop can give 
and to produce business? Are you stressing the selling of more books to book customers 


or selling books to more customers? 


Probably you went into the book business because you loved books - and 
hoped you could make a livelihood out of your enthusiasm. Are you doing it - or are 
you merely scraping along and wondering why. Now is your chance to analyze that Why. 
You can't do anything about your location, in all probability. But you can make the 
most of it. Have you studied it from an impersonal angle? If you are on a side street, 
have you a sign that can be seen from the main street or from the corner? Are your 
windows used to best advantage? They are your ever-working promotion aids. Do they 
earn their way? Study them from all angles. What sort of display material shows off 
best? What permanent racks and fittings should you have? Do they carry the eye of 
the passer-by into your shop —- and if, so, what can he see that will bring him into the 
shop? Do they work for you at night? Flood lights are good burglary insurance and 
good advertising, if they light up interesting windows and carry attention into store 
displays. Plan a variety of windows ahead, leaving the actual books to be used until 
you can see what the new jackets, the new display material will be. Then, as the trav- 
elers come around, you will be in a better position to say which posters you can use, 
which giant books. And as the busy season comes, you will find yourself prepared with 
at least an outline series of plans, and you wont be so tempted to do perfunctory win- 
dows which can be thrown together with little thought. Study back issues of PW and Re- 
tail Bookseller, and frankly borrow ideas. That's what they are there for. Keep notes 
on windows you've seen and liked. And study your notes. 


Now let's step inside the door (or approach the department from the adjoin- 
ing department). Is there something that catches the eye immediately? Are you tying 
up your window display - or your advertising - or your mail order promotion - with 
your display space inside the store itself? There should be a nice bit of honey to 
catch the customer right near the entrance. Vary it, or you wont continue to catch 
your prey. Walk into your shop as if you were a stranger. Are you immediately op- 
pressed by a mass of unidentifiable books? Or is your eye caught by this, that or 
the other, so that you don't have to rack your brain to remember what that illusive 
title was, that someane was talking about at bridge last night. Or what book was ree 
viewed on the front page of The New York Times. Put yourself in your customers' shoes, 
and help do her thinking for her, so as to “save face". Use displays judiciously (and 
vary them). Use the architectural features of your shop - put signs on those posts 
that are the bane of your existence, mark the various departments so that people can 


browse intelligently. 
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What about your fixtures? Perhaps they aren't ideal, but are you getting 
the most out of them? People hate to look at backbones of books, so break your shelf 
Space by shadow boxes, or by irregular alignment, or by simply turning some of the 
books full face display, to show the jackets and tc break the sameness. Keep the books 
that are in the news within easy reach; and the staple stock on upper shelves. When- 
ever possible save floor space by having wide ledges at good eye level, for examining 
books, and use alcove space for a comfortable chair and table and lamp for the custom- 
er who wants to sit down and look over a good many books. See to your lighting -— make 


it act as a salesman by directing attention to your books and not to the lighting fix- 
tures. 


If you have one of these long narrow stores, put your service desk amid- 
ships, at the side, where you can see the whole shop, without being in the way. And 
partition off the extreme rear end for a private office plus stock room, so that the 
inevitable mess of opening packages, etc. can be kept out of sight. If you have a 
chance to get new fixtures, study some of these long curved racks, with indirect light- 
ing, and see if they might help solve your problem of small space and need for display. 
But don't do away with tables completely or you'll regret it. They are useful; they 
vary your levels; people are accustomed to them. 


Color is another silent salesman. Light colors give an effect of modernity 
to old shops, and contrasts in trim and background of shelves help set off the books. 
Now is a good time to freshen up your shop with fresh paint. 


What of your rental library? Are you using the publishers' jackets on the 
shelves and then putting your own rental library jackets on the books as they are tak- 
en out? It is systematic advertising for you, and it saves the colored jackets for 
display. Don't keep books on the shelves too long after they stop renting. Better 
fewer books and fresher than old unused. I saw bulletin boards used in connection 
with rental libraries to good effect in several places. In one department store, the 
rental library had two bulletin boards, one for the Herald-Tribune Best Seller list; 
the other for a constantly changing list of store recommendations. And both were do- 
ing a selling job for the department. Another store used publishers' jackets for bul- 
letin board display; another, clippings on current reviews, list of additions to the 
library, advertising, news notes, etc. 


Now what about the kind of service you are giving? A basic factor is the 
soundness and flexibility of your customer list, whether in selling or renting. fry 
to know your regular customers and their interests, but don't neglect the new custom- 
er and his interests. Consult your customer file regularly, so that you can keep those 
informed of forthcoming books in their own line of interest, and build up advance sales, 
the "velvet" of the book business. 


The training of your staff is a vital factor in your success. And this 
means one assistant or a dozen. As I make the rounds of bookshops and book departments, 
the personality of the shop is the personality - composite - of the sales staff. They 
create the atmosphere of friendliness, of service, of efficiency. How is this built 
up? In the first place, every newcomer should be put at the job of dusting books and 
keeping the department in order. It is the best way to learn the stock. And it es- 
tablishes immediately the necessity of every bookseller to know that the condition of 
the stock and the appearance of the store is everyone's business, that nobody is "too 
good" for menial tasks in a bookstore. 


The next thing to learn is the use of the tools of the trade. If a ques- 
tion can't be answered out of immediate and personal knowledge, how can you go about 
finding the answer quickly, unobtrusively, accurately? First, the store's own stock 
records. The best system I know is the one used in dAauffman's, Pittsburgh. The veri 
est novice can find out whether or not a book is in stock, and where it is located, 
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through the card system Mr. McGhee has developed. It pays its way, even though it does 


take some of the time of a clerk assigned to the job. Next, if a book is not in stock, 
every clerk should know how to look up a book in The Publishers' Trade List Annual 

or The Cumulative Index; or - if unpublished, in the special section - or special is- 
sue ~ of P.W., or the Almanac in the Retail Bookseller. Here, too, is where Virginia 
Kirkus' Bookshop Service comes to the rescue. Many a customer will not take the word 
of a clerk that a book is not published, or that it is not the sort of book he (or she) 
is looking for. But produce the printed word in the pages of the Service, and he will 
be convinced. And - here's a tip - let him turn the pages of the bulletin. Murmur 
something about this being up-to-the-minute advance information, and perhaps he, as a 
valued customer, may want to glance through it and see what forthcoming books he wants 
put aside on publication date. I've been told, frequently, that many bookshops make 


the Service pay its way through plus business secured in this manner. 


These suggestions are the mere mechanics of selling. The element that 
makes a Salesman an asset or a liability, in the long run, is his actual knowledge of 
books and customers and how to bring them into juxtaposition. Are your staff members 
book-conscious? Are they customer - conscious? Make them see that - while they can't 
read all the books they are selling, they can familiarize themselves, before publica- 
tion, with the outstanding books, through consistent reading of the Service, by staff 
discussion and comparing notes, by selection of a certain number of books for which 
each staff member will be responsible at staff meetings, and by spreading wide a gen- 
eral familiarity with the new books. As they read (whether prepublication reports or 
reviews) and as they hear the opinions of their fellows, let them check the new books 
against the customer cards. Encourage the building of personal customer lists. Let 
them do their own direct mail selling, or make their own telephone calls. Then watch 
results, and develop a gift for airect mail here, for telephone personality there. 


Special service is another matter. This means hunting up the out of the 
ordinary book, locating out of print material, solving the riddles of the book of un- 
known title, author and publisher. Your special order department should bring in a 
good substantial sum each month, if you build the confidence of your public in giving 
such service. It costs time and interest and effort; but it doesn't involve capital. 
It pays good dividends. And here, too, is a place where we can help - and gladly. 

We make a nominal charge, to cover phone calls, etc. if we succeed in locating that 
book you are unable to find on the home ground. ($ .25 per title) If we don't suc- 


ceed ~— no charge. 


Now for your outside contacts - another factor that pays dividends in new 
customers. Tie in with library activities, with P.T.A. groups. Send out special ex- 
hibits. Talk on the radio when you get a chance. Talk to club groups, to schools. 
Get your shop —- your department - known as the progressive place in the local book 
world. Make it your business to take the bookshop atmosphere and personality out to 
the community and you will find that the community comes in to you. It takes time. 

But it produces business and the more business the more returns. The more returns, 

the bigger and better staff you can afford. In the end, you find you have more time 

to do more things and the snowball grows bigger. If yours is a department store book 
department, you are producing department store good will, and that is an asset, even 

if your department is not showing the financial returns you would like to see. No de- 
partment store can ignore the value of a good will department. If you have an auditori- 
um, secure the use of it at regular intervals and plan programs that will bring people 
into the store, If you have a good reviewer, give her a free hand. If one that needs 
some supervision, train her to spread her efforts over a number of books, and stimulate 
curiosity rather than satisfying it by spending all her time on one or two books and 
"gutting" their contents. 


One more thing for these leisure moments. Study your figures. xnow your 
turnover, Analyze your stock, your new books, your staples, your reprints. Study 
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your record on reorders. Are you running your shop as a business - or a luxury? Per- 
haps you haven't taken time to know, and have been satisfied with general ideas as to 
what is happening. There are leaks — find them and stop them. Don't be satisfied - 
it is a danger signal, and it doesn't lead to success. 


Are you making the Service pay its way? Are you using it for every ounce 
of value? Where can we help you? FIRST - we are giving you, as fast as we have it 
available, our honest opinions of the forthcoming books, in reports gauged to your 
needs, with enough of content, quality and saleability so that you should be able to 
judge whether or not you want to stock the book, in what quantity, and whether or not 
it is a book you need to read to sell. Don't let the bulletins pile up on you, unread. 
They are supposed to be a selling aid as well as a buying aid, and half their value is 
there. Jot down notes on individual titles as you study successive bulletins. Plan 
your advance mail and telephone campaigns. Tie in with your customer lists. And see 
that your sales staff has access to the Service regularly - and that they use it. 


Watch the New York Office Calendar, and use the titles listed as a basis 
for your staff conferences. Those are the high spot books immediately ahead, the 
books that will be coming from the publishers or the jobbers, the books that will be 
reviewed. Read and discuss the reports on those books (the page numbers indicate where 
those reports appeared), and you will find that every staff member has at least that 
much of a handle on the books they will have to sell. The groundwork is done; they 
know something about the books before the reviews are upon them. They can strengthen 
the reputation of the shop for having the latest books right on the minute, and of 
being able to tell customers something definite and personal about them. 


And now — here's another suggestion as to how to employ those leisure mo- 
ments to best advantage. Send to Baker & Taylor for a leaflet entitled THE MODERN 
BOOK SHOP AND RENTAL LIBRARY. It is crammed full of good ideas, and a good basic out- 
line of things every bookseller should know. It is a Primer of Bookselling, and if 
you don't need it yourself, your staff members will profit by reading it. 


Finally, for those of you who have mastered the fundamentals but who feel 
that there are some business principles involved that might make for bigger and better 
bookshops, I'd advise the purchase and careful study of a book now handled by Baker & 
Taylor for McGraw Hill, entitled THE SEVEN KEYS TO RETAIL PROFITS, by Clyde Bedell. 
Clyde Bedell speaks from long and successful experience as director of sales and ad- 
vertising of Butler Brothers, but the principles he elaborates are many of them appli- 
cable to bookselling as well as to other forms of retail selling. The "seven keys" 
are:— Fast turning items; Show your stock so it can be handled; Price (this does not 
apply to any great extent to book selling); Sugar for fly traps; Inducement to buy; 
Merchandising control figures; Buy frequently for fast turnover. I found the book 
Stimulating, challenging. I disagreed with some of the principles, as they applied - 
or failed to apply - to book selling. But I thougthtthe very fact of disagreement a 
healthy symptom, and I venture to say that no bookseller could fail to find the book 
suggestive and valuable. It is not a book that I would suggest you stock for resale. 
(Though I think you will find that you can sell some to your neighbors when you have 
read it for yourself.) But it is a book that will help you put your shop - your de- 
partment on a more efficient and businesslike basis than the average bookshop or book 
department. Even if you feel that you are hitting on all cylinders, I don't think 
you will find your time wasted if you read and study this book. It is practical and 
usable. And worth $3.50. 


More power to you. Here's for a big Fall season in the book business. 








